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Stars and Sinners 


By Will H. Houghton 
President, Moody Bible Institute 


NGELS do not know the burdens 
Of a heart distressed, 
Nor experience the problems 
Of a life hard - pressed. 
Wouldst thou envy then the angels 
In their course above? 
No; ’tis written that upon us 
Christ has set His love. 










See you not His glory written 
In the starry dome? 

Lunar, solar, stellar spaces — 
Lifted high their home. 

God, Creator, made them, each one, 
Gave them all a part; 

On His mind, this great creation, 
We are on His heart. 







God’s provision for the sparrow 
Everywhere behold. 

Precious in His sight the smallest; 
Life is more than gold. 

While He gives His skill and wisdom, 
All things to provide, 

Not for sparrows, but for sinners, 
His Beloved died. 


No End of Books 


Ideas of every sort are continually 
being sent forth into the world by men 
of every shade of opinion. These are often 
Well expressed in good English over 
the radio and through the printed page. 




















Nearly three thousand years ago Sol- 
omon wrote, “Of making many books 
there is no end” (Eccles. 12:12). An 
interesting commentary on this state- 
ment is The Publishers’ Weekly, the 
American Book Trade Journal, which 
gives in its “Weekly Record” a list of 
all the books published in this country 
each week. When one sees it regularly, 
the number is almost appalling. For 
instance, 262 titles are given in the issue 
of June 14. Some of these are reprints, 
but nevertheless the record shows what 
a flood of books is being let loose in our 
land every week. As one glances over 
the brief descriptions of the contents 
of the books, he cannot help feeling that 
many of them are issued just to perpetu- 
ate the author’s name, and that it would 
be better if some had never seen the 
light of day. It is easy to be deceived 
by clever writers, and every Christian, 
especially a book lover, needs to keep 
close to the Word of God and remember 
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Paul’s exhortation, “Beware lest any 
man spoil you through philosophy and 
vain deceit, after the tradition of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, and 
not after Christ” (Col. 2:8). It is de- 
cidedly not important to read many of 
these books, and one would be infinitely 
better off if he never touched some of 
them. One cannot open his mind to the 
foolish, worthless, filthy, and pernicious 
ideas that swarm through our intellec- 
tual life like malarial mosquitoes, and 
expect to bring “into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 
Cor. 10:5). We need to seek God’s will 
and wisdom in all our reading; and the 
background and foundation of it should 
ever be that marvelous Book which “is 
given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness: that the man of God may be per- 
fect, throughly furnished unto all good 
works” (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). 


aa 


The Old Church Prayer Meeting—I 


“And when they had prayed, the place 
was shaken where they were assembled 
together; and they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word 
of God with boldness” (Acts 4:31). 


4 ND when they,” not “he,” the 
A preacher, the leader, but 
“they,” the company (v. 23), 
the people. “And when they had 
prayed,” not testified, not listened to a 
“prayer meeting talk,” but prayed. That 
was a real prayer meeting, and it 
brought results. 

The good old-time church prayer 
meeting, with emphasis on “church” and 
double emphasis on “prayer,” how rare! 
How we miss it! How the church misses 
it! How God misses it! What a loss 
to the individual, the church, the coun- 
try, the world! 

The uttermost part of the earth feels 
the effect of a real prayer meeting. 

Of course we understand that Christ, 
—the real, living Christ,—is the life 
of the individual and of the church 
(Col. 3:4; Gal, 2:20; John 14:6); yet 


there is a real sense in which the prayer 
meeting is the life, the pulse, of the 
church; it surely is an evidence, a proof, 
of life. A dead church means a dead 
prayer meeting, or none at all; and a 
dead prayer meeting means a dead 
church; it works both ways. 

A prayer meeting is a meeting for and 
of prayer. A church prayer meeting is a 
prayer meeting in which the church is 
busy in prayer. A church that cannot 
spend at least one hour a week on its 
knees in prayer is not worthy of the 
name. 

“How did you like our prayer meet- 
ing?” 

“Your what?” 

“Our prayer meeting.” 

“When?” 

“Last night.” 

“Where?” 

“At our church.” 

“Why ask me? I attended no prayer 
meeting last night.” 

“Yes, you did; you were there; I saw 
you.” 
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“Yes, I attended a meeting at your 
church last night, but I do not know 
by what stretch of imagination you could 
possibly call it a prayer meeting. There 
was one ‘prayer’ at the beginning, a few 
weak words in the form of prayer in 
the middle, and the benediction at the 
end. The pastor gave a half-hour ram- 
bling lecture, two or three men gave 
some dry-as-dust comments, you sang 
three or four songs, and that was all. 
Do you call that a prayer meeting?” 

“Well, that was our weekly prayer 
meeting.” 

“Weakly enough, to be sure; and, by 
the way, did I not hear you, a short time 
ago, wondering what was the matter 
with your church? Here is your an- 
swer, a large part of it at least: You 
have no church prayer meeting.” 


“Come over to our church tonight,” 
said a pastor, “and give us a prayer 
meeting talk.” 

“IT will not.” 

“Why not?” 

“I do not believe in prayer meeting 
talks. And listen, brother, if your 
church has a real prayer meeting, as 
you should have, to be a normal church, 
you would have no time for prayer 
meeting talks.” 

“Well, come and lead our prayer 
meeting some night.” 

“All right, I will come soon; but when 
I do come it will be a real prayer meet- 
ing or nothing.” 

“What do you mean by a ‘real prayer 
meeting’ — nothing but prayer?” 

“Correct.” 

“Then I fear it will be nothing. Our 
people do not pray much; but come; per- 
haps I can learn something.” 

I went. The preacher sat in the audi- 
ence, and said that he would do nothing 
except as requested; perhaps he would 
not say a word (and he did not). The 
attendance was small — not over twenty. 
A few more straggled in later. We sang 
two good songs; then I gave a prayer 
promise from the Word, and spent not 
over a minute expounding it. Then I 
said, “Now this is your church prayer 
meeting. It is for prayer, and we shall use 
it for prayer. I am not here to talk to 
you; that is your pastor’s Sunday job. I 
am here to get you to talk to the Father. 
You are interested in your church, your 
friends and neighbors, the Lord’s work, 
yourselves; now I want three — just 
three — requests for prayer. 

As I expected, there was a long pause. 
The people were not accustomed to 
this. But I was determined to perse- 
vere. Aside from a few words of en- 
couragement, now and then, all was 
silence. Then we had one timid request; 
by-and-by another, then another. Then 


This editorial is the first of two articles 
which give, in abbreviated form, the sub- 
stance of a twenty-four page booklet of the 
same title by the Rev. H. S. Miller. Copies 
of the booklet may be had at 10 cents each, 
$1 per dozen, from The Word-Bearer Press, 
Houghton, New York. 
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I repeated the three requests and said, 
“Now we shall kneel and definitely take 
these requests, and anything else you 
may have on your hearts, to our Father, 
and expect Him to answer. I want no 
more than three prayers.” 

We knelt and, with some pauses, 
gradually got the three prayers. Then 
we arose, sang a hymn, gave another 
prayer promise, and asked for three 
more definite requests. These came a 
bit more readily, as did the three prayers 
that followed. Another song, and I saw 
that the time was gone. “Have you 
any further requests for prayer?” 

The people had begun to wake up and 
see what it was all about, and the re- 
quests came in, a half-dozen or more, 
before I could stop them. Then we 
knelt, and you should have heard those 
folks pray! The meeting ran fifteen 
minutes overtime; I could not stop it. 
At the close the pastor rushed up and 
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said, “I am surprised, astonished, dumb. 
founded, and thoroughly ashamed of 
myself. I did not dream that my peo. 
ple could and would pray like that” 

“Poor creatures, they acted like a 
bunch of starved sheep. How they did 
pitch in when they saw things! I sup- 
pose you never gave them a change; 
you thought you had to do all the talk. 
ing.” 

“Well, I am through. No more 
‘prayer meeting talks’ in my church, 
Henceforth it shall be a church prayer 
meeting. My people shall have a 
chance.” 

Three months later I met this good 
brother. “Say, I want you to visit our 
prayer meeting. To me it is the great. 
est place in the world. The attendance 
has multiplied by four, and there js 
intense interest. We have had to add 
fifteen minutes to each end of the hour, 


(Continued on page 726) 











NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 











Problems of Young People 


Some time ago, in THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Trmes of August 31, 1940, to be exact, I 
read an article in the Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting column entitled, ‘““Youth 
Goes A-Courting,” and enjoyed it very 
much. It seems that for some time I 
have been trying to find material along 
this type of literature in the interest of 
myself and other young people. I have 
the thought of starting a young people's 
club, to meet weekly or bi-monthly, for 
the purpose of making ourselves better 
Christians. The article was a great in- 
spiration to me, and it could be for others, 
I am sure, for young people are the same 
wherever you go. Therefore, I am won- 
dering if you could guide me as to where 
I might obtain such good material to 
work with. 

Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times heartily 
agrees with this young reader -concern- 
ing the need of young people for guid- 
ance and direction in the vital problems 
that face them in these days of shifting 
standards and Christian compromise. 
Unfortunately, there is not a wealth of 
material available on such topics as the 
one above, prepared from a truly Chris- 
tian standpoint. However, there are a 
few pamphlets that this reader and 
others will undoubtedly find helpful. A 
series of fourteen pamphlets under the 
general title, “Facing Life’s Problems,” 
has been prepared by Mary Watson Fish, 
927 West Main Avenue, Spokane, Wash- 
ington. Some of the subtitles in this 
series are, “Should a Christian Part With 
Worldly Friends?”; “Should a Christian 
Have His Fortune Told?”; “Should a 
Sunday School Party Be Different?”; “Is 
God Greater Than Heredity?”; “Who 
Shall I Not Marry?”; “Love—or Obe- 
dience to Christ?” They. may be had 


for 10 cents each or $1 for the set of 
fourteen. 

Another group of pamphlets published 
by the American Social Hygiene Assgo- 
ciation, 50 West 50th Street, New York 
City, are written from a purely socio- 
logical standpoint. Nevertheless, much 
of the material is worth while for Chris- 
tian young people. Some of the titles 
of this series are, “The Question of Pet- 
ting,” “Betrothal,” “Health for Girls,” 
and the like. They also sell for 10 cents 
each, 

Especially to be recommended are the. 
following single leaflets, which may be 
had as indicated: “Our Young People’s 
Purity Problem,” by Robert C. Me- 
Quilkin (Columbia Bible College, Co- 
lumbia, S. C., 4 cents each); “The Un- 
equal Yoke” (Berachah Church, 1608 W. 
Allegheny Ave., Philadelphia, may be 
had for postage); “The Heart of a Rose,” 
by Mabel A. McKee (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., 158 Fifth Ave., New York City, 30 
cents). 

In addition to the pamphlets men- 
tioned above, this reader and other 
young readers will find a helpful feature 
in CuRIsTIAN YouTH, The Sunday School 
Times’ weekly paper for teen-age young 
folks. Here in a column entitled, “What 
Would You Do?” Counselor answers let- 
ters from young people on all sorts of 
young people’s problems, giving sound 
Christian «advice in the light of the sim- 
ple teaching of God’s Word, which has 
been given us as a lamp for our feet 
and a light unto our path. CHRISTIAN 
YoutH costs 68 cents a subscription in 
packages of five or more to one address, 
or $1 a year if mailed to individual 
addresses. 
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Bringing Back the Old-Time 


Awakening new interest in the Sunday school, and stoppin 
the decline in attendance 


By Clarence H. Benson 


Convention 














remember the interest and enthu- 

siasm that accompanied the Sun- 
day school convention of several decades 
ago. Everybody came, everybody sang, 
and everybody seemed to feel that it had 
been well worth while. The appeal in 
those days was made to the heart fully 
as much as to the head, and there was 
no one present who could not be reached 
by the program. 

It was in conventions of this type 
that D. L. Moody was recognized as an 
outstanding leader. In fact, no list of 
great Sunday school enthusiasts would 
be complete without the name of D. L. 
Moody. In the muster roll of Sunday 
school heroes enumerated by Dr. Henry 
C. McCook at the Eleventh International 
Sunday School Convention, D. L. Moody 
was linked with such leaders as Bishop 
John H. Vincent, Edward Eggleston, H. 
Clay Trumbull, and B. F. Jacobs. And 
it was not because D. L. Moody had 
gained a reputation for building up the 
biggest and best Sunday school in Chi- 
cago that he was welcome to state and 
national conventions, but because his 
presence injected unbounded enthusiasm 
and evangelistic fervor. 


How Moody Stirred a State 


In May, 1864, Mr. Moody attended his 
first convention, at Springfield, Ill. The 
evening before the opening service 
things looked so dismal and discourag- 
ing that he said, “This thing will be 
a dead failure. We must do something 
to give it power.” Beginning with a 
prayer meeting attended by perhaps half 
a dozen, within a day or two the whole 
city was stirred. When the delegates 
went back to their homes they carried 
the spirit of the meetings over all the 
state. Their wholehearted interest led 
to an achievement that has never since 
been equaled. B. F. Jacobs, William 
Reynolds, and D. L. Moody set out to 
organize every county in the state of 
Illinois so that each would have a county 
secretary and an annual county conven- 
tion. In less than one year they had 
102 counties successfully organized. 

In recent years the conventions have 
been dominated by a group which has 
created an intellectual atmosphere in 
which many could not participate. The 
Sunday school convention has become 
more of a school of methods than an 
occasion of inspiration and fellowship. 
Methodology has become the keynote, 
and messages on spiritual growth and 
consecrated service have become less 
frequent. There is plenty of instruc- 


Sie of the older people will 


Golden opportunities are provided 
through the Sunday school to lead 
little children to Christ, and to train 
them in a knowledge of the Bible and 
in the Christian life. It was for this 
purpose that the Sunday school was 
founded, and that it was so carefully 
nurtured through its early years by 
such great leaders as D. L. Moody, 
Bishop Vincent, H. Clay Trumbull, and 
B. F. Jacobs. But how can the chil- 
dren hear if we do not gather them 
in? And how can they be led to Christ 
and trained in the Bible if the 
teachers themselves have no desire 
to win souls and do not know the 
Book of books? In this article Mr. 
Benson, Executive Secretary of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Asso- 
ciation, tells of an encouraging new 
movement begun in Chicago to re- 
vive the enthusiasm and evangelistic 
fervor shown by these early workers. 
It will be a surprise to many Times 
readers to learn that two conven- 
tions have already been held within 
a year, and that it is proposed to 
hold a third this month. 








tion on better teaching, but little help 
for better living. Perhaps Bishop Vin- 
cent was right in saying that the Sun- 
day school of his day was strong in 
the heart but weak in the head. But 
could he have lived to see the cold in- 
tellectual atmosphere that prevails in the 
modern convention, could he have seen 
the deadness and the decline in Sunday 
school interest, he might have reversed 
his criticism. Religion is a matter of 
the emotions fully as much as the in- 
tellect. Emotions provide affection and 
love, and at least one passage in the 
Bible assures us that the understanding 
of all mysteries and all knowledge 
amounts to nothing unless it is accom- 
panied by love. We speak of the im- 
portance of rational religion, but it is 
interesting to note that love enters into 
our decisions fully as much as knowl- 
edge. It was William Jennings Bryan 
who said, “The decisions of the heart 
are more to be depended upon than the 
decisions of the head.” 

It is tragic that at a time in America’s 
history when the Sunday school is 
needed more than ever before, there 
has been a steady and persistent decline 
in interest as well as in enrollment. It 
has been well said that “the Sunday 
school made America,” but unless there 
can be more interest and enthusiasm 


for reaching and teaching and saving 
the thirty-seven million children and 
adolescents who never enter our Sunday 
schools, there are dark days ahead for 
America. Perhaps the old-time conven- 
tion is needed to rededicate our Sunday 
schools to this all-important task. Per- 
haps a return to the Sunday school of 
D. L. Moody’s day may provide what is 
so much needed today to arouse us from 
our lethargy and turn a disgraceful re- 
treat into a long-delayed advance. 

Some Sunday school leaders in the 
Middle West have long: been burdened 
for existing conditions in the Sunday 
school. A little more than a year ago they 
had faith to believe that a new organiza- 
tion might restore the thrill and fervor 
that characterized the old-time Sunday 
school convention. The Greater Chicago 
Sunday School Association was therefore 
launched by this group, and it was com- 
posed of G. Otto Underwood, Union Tab- 
ernacle, Racine, Wis.; Edward P. James, 
Moody Memorial Church; Charles E. Bo- 
deen, Lake View Mission Covenant 
Church; Kenneth J. Brouwer, North 
Shore Bible Church; Victor E. Cory, 
North Side Gospel Center; William 
Johnston, Marquette Manor Baptist 
Church; Carl J. Stone, Cicero Bible 
Church. 


Two Steps in the Right Direction 


The two conventions that have been 
held, aside from the gatherings of the 
superintendents, have well justified the 
new movement. The first convention 
was held October 5, 1940, at the Salem 
Evangelical Free Church in Chicago. 
More than six hundred delegates regis- 
tered, and many of the individual con- 
ferences were attended by capacity 
crowds. To provide space for the vari- 
ous conferences it was necessary to use 
four buildings. The general theme of 
the convention was “Sunday School Ex- 
pansion,” and the executive committee 
was wise in securing as_ principal 
speaker Dr. H. H. Savage, pastor of the 
First Baptist Church of Pontiac, Mich. 
Dr. Savage is not only one of the most 
successful pastors in the State of Mich- 
igan, but he is known everywhere as a 
wholehearted Sunday school man. Dur- 
ing the seventeen years of his pastoral 
labors in Pontiac, Dr. Savage has or- 
ganized thirty branch Sunday schools. 
For three-quarters of an hour he held 
his audience spellbound with his en- 
thusiasm for reaching boys and girls. 
He praised the convention committee for 
selecting “Sunday School Expansion” as 
its theme. “It is most refreshing,” he 
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said, “to hear a group discuss expansion 
when most of the churches and denomi- 
nations are talking about retrenchment.” 
The message was a fitting climax to a 
great day. Many delegates expressed a 
hearty desire for another convention at 
an early date. “Why,” said one man as 
he was leaving the building, “Chicago 
has been needing just such a convention 
for years.” Another person was heard 
to remark, “I certainly have a wealth 
of information to take back to my Sun- 
day school.” 

Could such a convention be repeated? 
Some of us who remember that twenty- 
five years elapsed between the second 
and third national Sunday school con- 
ventions counseled against having a sec- 
ond convention for at least one year. 
But there were others who had more 
faith, and in six months the second con- 
vention was held at the Moody Memorial 
Church, the only building large enough 
to provide the needed facilities for all 
who expressed a desire to attend. Soul- 
winning was the topic, and again the 
committee was fortunate in procuring 
the Rev. H. M. Hildebrandt, pastor of 
the Third Presbyterian Church of 
Springfield, Ill. In 1900, according to 
the minutes of the General Assembly, 
the number enrolled in Presbyterian 
Sunday schools was about equal to the 
church membership. But in the report 
for last year there were almost five hun- 
dred thousand less pupils in the Sunday 
school than members in the church. Mr. 
Hildebrandt’s church is a marked ex- 
ception. There are 3,717 Sunday school 
pupils, and 3,795 church members. As 
a matter of fact, this large Presbyterian 
church has been practically built out of 
the Sunday school. 

In addition to the two conventions 
held within six months of each other, 
there have been other gatherings. More 
than seventy Sunday school superin- 
tendents and their assistants met at the 
Mid-West Bible Church in Chicago on 
January 19. The first part of the meet- 
ing was devoted to a discussion of that 
all-important subject, Visitation and 
Follow-Up, and in the second session 
these wide-awake men considered the 
matter of Recognition and Awards. Each 
superintendent was called upon, as time 
permitted, to tell what his school did 
in connection with the subject. So in- 
teresting did this gathering of the super- 
intendents prove to be that six months 
later a still larger group gathered at the 
Garfield Baptist Church of Oak Park 
to discuss problems common to the aver- 
age Sunday school. There were two 
discussional periods, first considering the 
subject, Standards for Teachers, and the 
second period, Staff Meetings. But the 
most stimulating part of the program 
was the address of H. Baehren, Presi- 
dent of the Superintendents Association 
of the Toledo Sunday School Associa- 
tion, which has been conducting an an- 
nual campaign throughout the city for 
increasing the enrollment of every Sun- 
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day school. Mr. Baehren stressed the 
necessity of churches and schools work- 
ing together in harmony and co-operat- 
ing for the common cause. “Denomina- 
tional differences and sectarianism must 
be forgotten,” he urged. “There is a 
common enemy to fight and a great vic- 
tory to attain.” 

The Greater Chicago Sunday School 
Association is planning a third conven- 
tion in September, and is now consider- 
ing the possibility of inaugurating a 
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city-wide campaign to increase member. 


ship early in 1942. We believe with such 
unbounded enthusiasm there are large 
things ahead for the Sunday schools of 
Chicago. 

If one city can be so successful in re. 
viving the old convention spirit, what 
can be accomplished elsewhere if a few 
Sunday school workers who are bur. 
dened for a revival will pray and plan 
for a similar movement? 

CHICAGO. 








A service for Rally Day in the 
Sunday school 








OUR SURE DEFENSE 


By Mary Brainerd Smith 








OPENING SENTENCES: 


Leader—“Oh that men would praise the 
Lord for his goodness, and for his 
wonderful works to the children of 
men!” (Psa. 107:8.) 

“Oh how great is thy goodness, 
which thou hast laid up for them that 
fear thee; which thou hast wrought 
for them that trust in thee before the 
sons of men!” (Psa, 31:19.) 

“Let all those that put their trust 
in thee rejoice: let them ever shout 
for joy, because thou defendest them” 
* (Psa. 5:11). 


“Let the high praises of God be in 
their mouth” (Psa. 149:6). 


OpENING Hymn—‘“Trust His Promise.” 
(Tune, “Count Your Blessings’) 


When grave danger threatens you along 
life’s way, 

And your heart is overwhelmed with 
great dismay, 

Find once more the promise God has 
made to you, 

That, if you but trust Him, He will bring 
you through. 

Chorus 

Trust the promise that the Lord has made, 

Trust His promise, and be not afraid. 

Trust His promise, for His Word is true. 

Trust His precious promise; He will bring 
you through. 


When it seems that troubles gather every- 
where, 

And your steps are faltering ‘neath your 
load of care, 

Then God's precious promise seek and 
find anew, 

That, if you but trust Him, He will 
strengthen you. (Cho.) 


When wrong seems triumphant in the 
world without, 

And your courage fails with temptings all 
about, 

Still God’s promise stands, that He, in 
power and might, 

Will, if you but trust Him, win for you 
the fight. (Cho.) 


OPENING PRAYER. 

“Our Shelter in Danger” 
ScRIPTURE RESPONSES: 
Leader— 


As we journey along our life’s path day 
by day, 





Are there pitfalls and dangers besetting 
our way? 

Boys—“Innumerable evils have com- 
passed me about” (Psa. 40:12). 

Girls—“The terror by night, . . . the 
arrow that flieth by day, ... the pes- 
tilence that walketh in darkness, . ., 
the destruction that wasteth at noon- 
day” (Psa. 91:5, 6). 

Boys—“Snares are round about” (Job 
22:10). 

Girls—“From 
(Psa. 72:14). 


Boys—‘“Because of the man who bring- 
eth wicked devices to pass” (Psa. 37: 
D. 

Girls—“Perilous times shall come” (2 
Tim, 3:1). 

Boys—‘Perils in the city, . 
the wilderness, 
(2 Cor. 11:26). 


deceit and _ violence” 


. . perils in 
... perils in the sea” 


Girls—“Oppressors seek after my soul” . 


(Psa. 54:3). 
Leader— 
Amidst all these dangers, what strong, 
mighty arm 
Can defend and deliver us from every 
harm? 
Boys—“We .. . have no confidence in 
the flesh” (Phil. 3:3). 
“For vain is the help of man” (Psa, 
60:11). 
Girls—“But thou, O Lord, art a shield 
for me” (Psa. 3:3). 
Boys—“Thou hast a mighty arm: strong 
is thy hand” (Psa. 89:13). 
Girls—“The Lord’s hand is not short- 
ened, that it cannot save” (Isa. 59:1). 
Boys—“But safety is of the Lord” (Prov. 
21:31). 
Girls—“Our God. . 
us” (Dan, 3: 17). 
Leader— 
Does God promise this mighty deliverance 
to all, 
Without a condition, if on Him they call? 
Boys—“Whoso putteth his trust in the 
Lord shall be safe” (Prov. 29:25). 


Girls—“He shall deliver them from the 


. is able to deliver 
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wicked, and save them, because they 
trust in him” (Psa. 37:40). 


Boys—‘“I will trust, and not be afraid” 
(Isa. 12:2). 

Girls—“For God is my defence” 
59:9). 

Primary Hymn—“Though I Cannot See 
Him.” 

(Tune, 


(Psa. 


“I Think When I Read That 
Sweet Story of Old”) 


Though I cannot see Him, yet Jesus is 
there, 
He walks by my side every day. 
I know I may trust in His love and His 
care, 
That will guard me and guide all my 
way. 
Though I cannot see Him, yet all through 
the night 
He watches above while I sleep; 
And His care in the darkness as well as 
the light, 
All His children in safety will keep. 


Though I cannot see Him, His sweet words 
I hear, 
As so gently He speaks to my heart, 
“In My hand is all power, My child, do 
not fear; 
I'll not fail thee, nor ever depart.” 


PrimaRY ReEcITATION—“God’s Guarding 
Angels.” 


1. We cannot see God's angels, 
Who on His errands fly; 
But have we any witness 
That they are really nigh? 


2. By enemies surrounded, 

Once in the long ago, 

“What can we do,” one questioned, 
“Against so strong a foe?” 

“His eyes, O Lord, now open,” 

Elisha made his plea, 

And God's hosts, strong and flaming, 
The young man then could see. 


3. Though our eyes be not opened, 
We know it still is true, 
God’s angels, strong and mighty, 
Surround and guard us, too. 
4.“For he shall give his angels charge 
over thee, to keep thee in all thy 
ways” (Psa. 91:11). 
“Fear not: for they that be with 
us are more than they that be with 
them” (2 Kings 6:16). 


“Our Help in Trouble” 


. SCRIPTURE RESPONSES: 


Leader— 


As the way lengthens out, ere our lives 
are complete, 
Are there testings and troubles that we're 
sure to meet? 
Boys—“Man ... is of few days, and 
full of trouble” (Job 14:1). 
Girls—“In the world ye shall have tribu- 
lation” (John 16:33). 
Boys—“Mischief also and sorrow are in 
the midst of it” (Psa. 55:10). 
Girlsx—“Every one shall know .. . his 
own grief” (2 Chron. 6:29). 
“Me is chastened also with pain” 
(Job 33:19). 
Leader— 


What strength may we have, which we 
know will ensure 
That with courage we may all our troubles 
endure? 
Boys—“Seek the Lord, and his strength” 
(Psa, 105:4). 
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Girls—“The Lord will give strength 
unto his people” (Psa. 29:11). 


Boys—“The Lord shall help them, and 
deliver them” (Psa. 37:40). 


Girls—“God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble” (Psa. 
46:1). 


Leader— 
We are sure that God’s promises never 
are vain. 
How shall we then this strength that is 
needed obtain? 
Boys—“Commit thy way unto the Lord; 
trust also in him; and he shall bring 
it to pass” (Psa. 37:5). 


Girls—“Wait on the Lord: ... and he 
shall strengthen thine heart” (Psa. 27: 
14). 


Boys—“Trust ye in the Lord for ever: 
for in the Lord JEHOVAH is everlast- 
ing strength” (Isa. 26:4). 


Girls—“Thus saith the Lord, .. . Fear 
thou not; for I am with thee: be not 
dismayed; for I am thy God: I will 
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee: 
yea, I will uphold thee with the right 
hand of my righteousness” (Isa. 43: 
1; 41:10). 


Boys—“Because he hath set his love 
upon me, therefore will I deliver him. 
... I will be with him in trouble” 
(Psa. 91:14, 15). 


Girls—“The Lord is the strength of my 
life; of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psa. 
27:1.) 


Boys—“He is my defence; I shall not be 
moved” (Psa. 62:6). 


JuNniIon REcITATION—“God Saved Them.” 


1. With the Red Sea before them and 
Pharaoh behind, 
All their lives would be lost, so they 
thought; 
But God opened a path for them straight 
through the sea, 
And to safety all Israel brought. 


2. When the Assyrian host 'gainst Jerusalem 
marched, 
Hezekiah feared they'd take the town; 
But God answered his prayer, and slew 
thousands of foes 
By the hand of His angel sent down. 


3. When the three Jewish lads were cast 
into the fire, 
And all thought they’d be burned to 
death there; 
They were joined by God’s angel, and so, 
all unharmed, 
They came forth through the Lord’s 
mighty care. 
4. When the brave, praying Daniel to lions 
was thrown, 
And they thought he’d be torn limb 
from limb; 
Then the Lord sent His angel to shut 
the beasts’ mouths, 
So no hurt all night long came to him. 


5. “The Lord preserveth all them that 
love him” (Psa. 145:20). 


Junior Hymn—“Unless God Shall Keep 
Our City.” 
(Tune, “Angels from the Realms of 
Glory”) 
Unless God shall keep our city, 
-All its watchmen wake in vain; 


For in God, and in Him only, 
Peace and safety we may gain; 
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But rejoice that He gives safeguard 
Where His righteousness doth reign. 


Unless God shall guard our country, 
Ne’er securely can it stand; 

He alone holds all the nations 
In the hollow of His hand; 

But rejoice that, in His mercy, 
He may save and bless our land. 


Unless we have come to Jesus, 
No true safety can we know; 

For no other has been given 
For our Saviour here below; 

But rejoice that His salvation 
He so freely will bestow. 


“Our Captain in Battle” 

SCRIPTURE RESPONSES: 

Leader— 

Must we wage any warfare as onward we 
go? 

On life’s road shall we come face to face 
with a foe? 

Boys—“We wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, > but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of 
the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places” 
(Eph. 6:12). 


Girls—“Mine enemies would daily swal- 
low me up: for they be many that 
fight against me” (Psa. 56:2). 


Boys—“That are adversaries to my soul; 
... that seek my hurt” (Psa. 71:13). 


Girls—“They that would destroy me, be- 
ing mine enemies, ... are mighty” 
(Psa. 69:4). 


Leader— 


Have we strength for the battle, the con- 
quest to win 
Over evil about us, temptations within? 


Boys—“The flesh is weak” (Matt. 26:41). 


Girls—“For we have no might against 
this great company that cometh 
against us” (2 Chron. 20:12). 


Boys—“By strength shall no man pre- 
vail” (1 Sam. 2:9). 


Girls—“Neither shall the mighty deliver 
himself” (Amos 2:14). 


Leader— 


To whom shall we turn for the help that 
we need, 
That we may in life’s battles be victors 
indeed? 
Boys—“God hath power to help” (2 
Chron. 25:8). 


Girls—“He .. . overthroweth the mighty” 
(Job 12:19). 


Boys—“God himself is with us for our 
captain” (2 Chron. 13:12). 


Girls—“With us is_the Lord our God to 
help us, and to fight our battles” (2 
Chron. 32:8). 


Leader— 


And how then will God’s help that is 
promised be ours, 
That we may be the victors o’er strong 
evil powers? 
Boys—“I will surely deliver thee... 
because thou hast put thy trust in me, 
saith the Lord” (Jer. 39:18). 


Girls—“The Lord is . . . my deliverer; 
my God, my strength, in whom I will 
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trust; . . . so shall I be sayed from 
mine enemies” (Psa. 18:2, 3). 


Boys—“They shall’ not prevail against 
thee: for I am with thee to save thee 
and to deliver thee, saith the Lord” 
(Jer. 15:20). 


Girls—“The angel of the Lord encamp- 
eth round about them that fear him, 
and delivereth them” (Psa. 34:7). 


Boys—“Though an host should encamp 
against me, my heart shall not fear” 
(Psa, 27:3). 


Girls—‘For the Lord is our defence” 
(Psa. 89:18). 


Hymn—“God Himself, the Rock of Ages.” 


(Tune, “Open Now Thy Gates of 
Beauty”) 


God Himself, the Rock of Ages, 

Is our Fortress and our Shield 
When the strife so fiercely rages 
"Round us on life’s battlefield. 

O how blest, Lord, shall they be 
Who have put their trust in Thee! 


God Himself, who bears our sorrow, 
Is our Shelter from the blast, 
When the storm of grief each morrow 
All our sky has overcast. 
O how blest, Lord, shall they be 
Who have put their trust in Thee! 


God Himself, whose arm will hide us, 
Is our Refuge, ever near, 

Whene’er danger stalks beside us, 
And our hearts are faint with fear. 

O how blest, Lord, shall they be 

Who have put their trust in Thee! 


INTERMEDIATE EXERCcISE—“Our Great and 
Mighty Helper.” 
1. “Is any among you afflicted?” (Jas. 
5:13.) 


2. “Every one shall know . 
grief” (2 Chron. 6:29). 


3. “What will ye do... in the desola- 


.. his own 


tion... ? to whom will ye flee 
for help?” (Isa. 10:3.) 

4. “O Lord, ...I flee unto thee” (Psa. 
143:9). 


5. “From whence shall my help come?” 
(Psa, 121:1, R. V.) 
6. “My help cometh from the Lord” 
(Psa. 1121:2). 
7. “Is thy God ... able to deliver thee 
.. 2?” (Dan. 6:20.) 
8. “Our God whom we serve is able 
to deliver” (Dan. 3:17). 
“He is able also to save them 
to the uttermost” (Heb. 7:25). 
9. “Will God hear his cry when trouble 


cometh ... ?” (Job 27:9.) 

10. “He heareth the cry of the afflicted” 
(Job 34:28). 

11. “What saith the answer of God... ?” 
(Rom. 11:4.) 


12. “Then shalt thou call, and the Lord 
shall answer; thou shalt cry, and 
he shall say, Here I am” (Isa. 58: 
9). 

13. “What can the Almighty do for 
them?” (Job 22:17.) 

14. “He saveth them out of their dis- 
tresses” (Psa. 107:19). 

“And to them that have no might 
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he increaseth strength” (Isa. 40: 


29). 


15. “For I am with thee to save thee and 
to deliver thee, saith the Lord” 
(Jer. 15:20). 


16. “Doth his promise fail for ever- 
more?” (Psa, 77:8.) 


17. “There hath not failed one word of 
all his good promise” (1 Kings 8: 
56). 


18. “What shall we then say to these 
things?” (Rom. 8:31.) 


19. “We may boldly say, The Lord is my 
helper, and I will not fear what 
man shall do unto me” (Heb. 13: 
6). 
“Because we trust in the living 
God” (1 Tim, 4:10). 


ADDRESS BY PASTOR OR SUPERINTENDENT. 
HymMn—“God’s Promises Are Sure.” 
(Tune, “This Is My Father’s World”) 


God’s promises are sure 
To those who on Him wait; 
So rich indeed to fill our need, 
And so exceeding great. 
“Mine own I'll ne’er forsake, 
Nor fail in danger’s hour; 
But with My arm will shield from harm 
By My almighty power.” 


September 6, 1941 


“When troubles round him surge, 
And bring him sore distress, 

Mine own right hand will help him stand, 
Will strengthen him and bless.” 

“When foes beset his path, 
Though fierce the battle grow, 

Mine arm of might for him will fight, 
And overcome the foe.” 

O precious promises 
Within our hearts to store, 

That will endure forever sure 
Till time shall be no more! 

On these our hearts may rest 
In quiet confidence, 

And know no fear, since God is near, 
Our ever sure defence. 

CLosInG SENTENCES: 


Leader—“Yea, the Almighty shall be 
thy defence” (Job 22:25). 

“For he hath said, I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5), 

“He is faithful that promised” (Heb, 
10: 23). 

“If God be for us, who can be against 
us?” (Rom. 8:31.) 

“Therefore will not we fear, though 
the earth be removed, and though the 
mountains be carried into the midst of 
the sea” (Psa. 46:2). 

“For our heart shall rejoice in him, 
because we have trusted in his holy 
name” (Psa. 33:21). 


BENEDICTION. 








How careful planning and kindness 
helped to change things 





“That Bad Boys’ Class” 


By Mrs. L. L. Hinchliffe 











HE fourteeneboys our superintendent 

turned over to me last autumn were 
the kind you read about in humorous 
fiction. But these boys were very real, 
and there was nothing funny about their 
antics in Sunday school. At school and 
at home, I believe they were all as 
well-behaved as the average boy of 
twelve, thirteen, or fourteen years of 
age, but they had more tricks up their 
sleeves for disrupting the Sunday school 
services than can be enumerated. 

The first time I witnessed their con- 
duct I was acting as substitute for an- 
other teacher in the Junior Department. 
I wondered then what kind of training 
they had at home, but decided that their 
mothers, some of whom I knew very 
well, had never been told about their 
sons’ behavior. 

Instead of trying to sing, the boys 
shouted the words of the hymns. They 
rolled up their magazines and hit one 
another over the head with them. One 
threw a hymnbook, narrowly missing a 
little girl across the aisle. Only three 
would read the Scripture responses or 
answer questions for their teacher, who 
seemed to be very much hurt by their 
persistent misconduct in God’s house, 
No amount of reprimanding by the 
teacher or superintendent could quiet 


them. The little girls I was teaching 
could not keep their minds on the les- 
son because of the commotion across the 
room. When I mentioned their conduct 
to another, I was told that some of the 
boys often remained outside until the 
session was nearly over, or left the class- 
room as soon as the roll was called: 
their only interest was in being marked 
present each Sunday in order to re- 
ceive an attendance certificate at the 
end of the year. 

Several weeks later when the super- 
intendent asked me to relieve the boys’ 
teacher so that she might teach a class 
of little tots, I consented with misgiv- 
ings in my heart, promising only to give 
the task a trial. 

That first morning the boys refrained 
from throwing things, but several talked 
incessantly and audibly, and one sat 
with his back to me, his eyes turned to 
a crack in the door, so that he could 
look into another classroom. 

The next: week I spent considerable 
time planning our work for the next six 
weeks. I purchased a package of ruled, 
3 by 5 cards, and made a report card for 
each boy. Listed on each was attend- 
ance, behavior, memory verses, answers 
to questions, attendance at preaching 
services, and work to earn their share 
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of the building fund. I also prepared 
my lesson well, and resolved that each 
Sunday I would teach the lesson in a 
different way. 

When Sunday came, the boys col- 
lected their offering with a lot of com- 
motion and argument. As I expected, 
the novelty of having a new teacher 
had almost worn off, and they were 
beginning their old tricks. Before at- 
tempting the lesson I gave each boy 
his card, and explained that five credits 
would be given for each branch of en- 
deavor, if the boy deserved it, and I 
offered prizes for the three highest 
credit holders. 

It worked. Not once have they re- 
fused to read or answer questions. For 
some time no one has had to look our 
way reprovingly. Never has any boy 
thrown anything. It has been pretty 
hard for some of them to keep quiet, 
and two boys threatened to quit because 
I gave them zeros for persistent talking 
—but they came back. They asked 
their mothers to make candy, which 
they sold, and gave of their spending 
money to help with the building fund. 
Already they have earned nearly half 
the amount they pledged. 

As a reward for their behavior and 
good work I gave them a Christmas 
party and they behaved like young 
gentlemen. 

I feel quite sure that, as time goes 


on, I shall have good reason to be 
thankful for “my boys.” 
we 


The Radio and Sunday School 
By Jennie E. Stewart 


NE superintendent keeps watch of 

announcements of good things to 
be heard over the air, and makes an 
occasional announcement in advance so 
that his people may be looking 
for it. 

One day he asked all those who had 
been listening to the Sunday school les- 
son broadcasts regularly to hold up their 
hands. To his surprise more than half 
his congregation had not known about 
these broadcasts which were then be- 
ing given on Saturday evenings. A few 
weeks later he asked how many were 
making use of them, and found that 
seventy per cent of the adults and young 
people were getting them, and making 
use of them, 

He called attention to a hymn sing 
at another time, finding that only a few 
knew about them, or that they were a 
regular feature at the time. Later he 
found a large percentage were listening 
regularly, and enjoying them. 

Several times he spoke to the Sunday 
school about some rather questionable 
features which came on at an hour when 
children were among the listeners. Two 
adult classes sent signed requests to the 
local station, protesting. He urged his 
Congregation to write letters commend- 
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ing good features and adding their bit 
of encouragement that might help keep 
these good things on the air. Once when 
there was a particularly good feature 
coming on at the Sunday school hour 
he arranged to have a portable set plug- 
ged in at the platform so the Sunday 
school could hear it. He said he be- 
lieved it would do more good than any- 
thing they could put on themselves at 
just this time. 

He urged his adult classes to discuss 
ways of keeping children from hearing 
programs sent over the air which were 
fitted for adults only. He believes the 
radio may be a power for good if we, 
as Christian families, know how to 
use it. 

Bou.per, CoLo. 
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“They Won't Talk” 
By Anita F. Dick 


RE you teaching a Sunday school 

class of adults who “won’t talk’? 
Do you stand there trying to look cheer- 
ful and expectant? It was such an easy 
question. Somebody must snap it up. No- 
body does. You must then either call on 
the good and faithful one who has al- 
ready furnished all the answers, — thus 
making an encore to an already dull and 
uninspiring duet,—or else restating the 
question so that it may be answered 
“Yes” or “No.” I have had many a sup- 
posedly normal adult who even then 
preferred to nod “Yes” or shake “No” 
rather than utter the single sound. 

One other thing you may have tried. If 
you possess the persuasion and cunning of 
a district attorney, you can deliberately 
put your own answer in somebody’s 
mouth and pull it out again, pre- 
tending surprise and delight at the qual- 
ity of the answer. This method some- 
times gives the outward appearance of 
a lively discussion, but beyond the men- 
tal exercise it affords the teacher it is 
worthless. 

How then shall we get this class into 
free and easy discussion? First, we must 
see that each one of them may not talk 
for an entirely separate reason. For in- 
stance, let us consider my class. John 
does not talk because he never studies 
his lesson and is afraid of giving an 
answer not in the book. Cecil is not 
as well educated as the others and hates 
to express herself in front of the rest. 
William obviously considers the usual 
run of questions too easy. Any answer 
he would enjoy giving, he thinks would 
sound too high-brow. Ralph works very 
late on Saturday night. He is tired on 
Sunday, and we have been so pleased 
that he took the trouble to come at all, 
that I fear he has the idea his presence 
is contribution enough. Walter is a slow 
thinker. A question that takes him un- 
awares leaves him speechless. Rosalie 
is waiting for the Primary children to 
be out and is doing that waiting in our 
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class. She has no interest. In addition 
to the “won’t talks” I list Tom, the “wise 
cracker”; Mary who will answer care- 
fully direct from her quarterly; Nellie 
who boasts of an uncle like Moses, and a 
nephew who is shaping up to look very 
much like the Prodigal Son. 

Having made an actual chart of this 
class, I wrote down a possible plan of 
action. 

First, I decided to ask Ralph the first 
question before he began to feel drowsy. 
I would mention his particular hobby, 
photography, and then ask a question 
which would tie the lesson in with that 


interest. In effect I would be saying 
to him, “This lesson is right in 
‘your line. I am counting on you to 
help me.” 


John and Mary should make a great 
combination. I planned to ask them a 
»joint question, getting the Biblical facts 
from Mary, but leaving John free to an- 
swer from his own experience or knowl- 
edge. 

Right here, I have to look out for Tom. 
Our time is so short. We must not get 
off on a tangent. 

I must also have an eye for Nellie. 
She mustn’t start on her family history. 
She can tell me after class or, better yet, 
I would suggest secret prayer. 

Cecil needed to feel loved and re- 
spected. To her went some of the real 
outside duties of the class, sending of 
flowers, and the like. Giving the report 
in class would be a good start. After- 
ward the questions beginning, How 
would he feel .. .? What would she 
do .. .? Heart questions for Cecil. 

Head questions for William. A stickler 
a week for him. 

Reference questions for Walter which 
he can take his time about, even if we 
go on, postponing his answer. Anything 
may work with Rosalie. I keep an eye 
for signs of interest, and don’t crowd her 
too much. She is my favorite problem 
because I am so anxious for her to meet 
and know the Master. 

I couldn’t expect all this to work at 
once, but it gave me a system. I knew 
exactly what I was trying to do, I knew 
the thing that worked and the one that 
didn’t, and when little by little my class 
began really to talk, I had the thrill of 
knowing it came from careful planning. 
You can have the same thrill. Your 
non-talkers will become talkers if you 
figure them out on paper. 


WartTeERtTOWN, N. Y. 
4 


CuRIsTIAN YOUTH is THE SUNDAY 
ScHoo, Times paper for young people, 
published every week. If the teen age 
pupils in your Sunday school do not take 
it, they may try it for eight weeks for ten 
cents a pupil. Subscriptions should be 


sent to The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadel- 
phia. 
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LESSON 12. SEPTEMBER 21. OVERCOMING THE ADVERSARY 


International Uniform Lesson.—Revelation 12:1 to 15:4, printed text, Revelation 12: 7-12; 15: 2-4 


Golden Text.—Avnd they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony, and they 
loved not their lives unto the death.—Rev. 12:11 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Rev. 12:7-12; 15:2-4 
Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Rev. 12:7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his 
angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and 

his angels, 

8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more 
in heaven. 

9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called 
the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was 
cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 

10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come 
salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the 
power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast 
down, which accused them before our God day and night. 

11 And they overcame him by the blood c. the Lamb, and by 
the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto 
the death. 

12 Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. 
Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil 
is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth 
that he hath but a short time. 

15:2 And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: 
and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over 
his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name, 
stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God. 

3 And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and 
the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, 
Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of 
saints. 

4 Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for 
thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship before 
thee; for thy judgments are made manifest. 


© £ 
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lasting covenant with Israel, so this sub- 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Rev. 12:7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his 
angels going forth to war with the dragon; and the dragon warred 
and his angels; 8 and they prevailed not, neither was their place 
found any more in heaven. 9 And the great dragon was cast 
down, the old serpent, he that is called the Devil and Satan, the 
deceiver of the whole ' world; he was cast down to the earth, 
and his angels were cast down with him. 10 And I heard a 
great voice in heaven, saying, 

*Now is come the salvation, and the power, and the 
kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ: for 
the accuser of our brethren is cast down, who accuseth them 
before our God day and night. 11 And they overcame him 
because of the blood of the Lamb, and because of the word 
of their testimony; and they loved not their life even unto 
death. 12 Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and ye that * dwell 
in them. Woe for the earth and for the sea: because the 
devil is gone down unto you, having great wrath, knowing 
that he hath but a short time. 


15:2 And I saw as it were a ‘sea of glass mingled with fire; 
and them that came off victorious from the beast, and from his 
image, and from the number of his name, standing ° by the ‘sea 
of glass, having harps of God. 3 And they sing the song of 
Moses the “servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, 

Great and marvellous are thy works, O Lord God, the 

Almighty; righteous and true are thy ways, thou King of 

the 7ages. 4 Who shall not fear, O Lord, and glorify thy 

name? for thou only art holy; for all the nations shall come 
and *worship before thee; for thy righteous acts have been 
made manifest. 


1Gr., inhabited earth. 2Or, Now is the salvation, and 

the power, and the kingdom, become our God’s, and the 
authority is become his Christ’s. *Gr., tabernacle. ‘Or, 
glassy sea. ®Or, upon. *Gr., bondservant. * Many ancient 
authorities read nations. Jer. 10:7. *The Greek word de- 
notes an act of reverence, whether paid to a creature, or to 
the Creator. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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rendering). As such he has access to 


September 6, 1650 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


E HAVE seen in previous studies 

W that the third division of the 

Book of Revelation, dealing with 

“the things which shall be hereafter” 
—or “after these things’—consists of 
chapters 4 to 22, all of which, save a 
brief appendix at the end (22:8+21), has 
to do with the great tribulation, the 
coming Kingdom, and the eternal state, 
which will take place in orderly se- 
quence after the rapture of the Church. 
This division readily subdivides into 
four parts, each introduced by an “open- 
ing.” Subdivision 1 is from 4:1 to 11:18; 
2, from 11:19 to 15:4; 3, from 15:5 to 
19:10; 4, from 19:11 to 22:7. The pres- 
ent indicated portion consists of the sec- 
ond subdivision, which really begins 
with verse 19 of chapter 11, “The temple 
of God was opened in heaven, and there 
was seen ... the ark of his testament.” 
The ark is the symbol of God’s ever- 


division brings before us specifically 
God’s dealings with Israel in the time 
of Jacob’s trouble, when Satan, acting 
through the Beast and the false prophet, 
will seek their destruction. 


The Historical Setting 


The Apostle John, who had labored 
for many years in the district known as 
Asia, with his home in Ephesus, was 
banished to the isle of Patmos in the 
7Egean Sea, in the reign of Domitian 
(A, D. 81-96) because of his faithful tes- 
timony. According to Eusebius it was 
in the latter part of this reign that John’s 
imprisonment took place, and that this 
Book of the Revelation was written. 


Verse by Verse 


Rev. 12:7.—“There was war in heaven.” 
This does not refer to some past con- 
flict. Remember that the vision deals 
with things still future (Chap. 1:1). 
Satan is still the “prince of the powers 
of the air” (Eph. 2:2, R. V.), the leader 
of the hosts of wicked spirits in the 
heavenly places (Eph. 6:12, see R. V. 


God, as in the days of Job (Job 1:6; 2: 
1) where he appears as the adversary 
or accuser of the people of God (Zech. 
3:1). Michael is the archangel (Jude 9) 
and has a special charge to care for the 
earthly people Israel (Dan. 10:21; 12:1). 
He leads the heavenly angelic hosts in 
the last great conflict of the upper air, 
against the evil angels led by the dragon, 
who is the Devil himself (Rev. 12:9). 


Verse 8.—“Neither was their place 
found any more in heaven.” When the 
saints of this present Gospel age are 
caught up, Satan and his hosts will be 
cast down, for God will no longer toler- 
ate any aspersions upon His redeemed 
ones. 


Verse 9.—“The great dragon was cast 
out.” The dragon is really Satan work- 
ing through the unchristian governments 
of this world. He is a literal personality; 
not merely, as some think, the personi- 
fication of evil. Jesus makes it clear 
that he is an apostate angel who abode 
not in the truth (John 8:44). His words 
refute every theory that denies the per 
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con for September 21 


sonal existence of this- arch foe of God 
and man. It is his casting down to earth 
that introduces that time of trouble pre- 
dicted by Jesus, which will be the worst 
that earth has ever known (Matt. 24: 
21, 23). 

Verse 10.—‘The accuser of our breth- 
ren is cast down.” The raptured, 
heavenly saints will fill all the Father's 
house with resounding joy as they be- 
hold their great enemy hurled down to 
earth, he who, throughout the centuries 
since the great drama of sin and re- 
demption began, has dared to appear 
before the throne of God and accuse 
failing believers as unfit for His pres- 
ence. He likewise troubles them by in- 
sisting that such as they are unworthy 
of God’s concern. 


Verse 11.—“They overcame him by the 
blood of the Lamb.” This is the answer 
to every accusation: the blood of the 
Lamb! In themselves, the best of saints 
are sinners, paradoxical as it may sound, 
but that precious, atoning blood answers 
every charge that the adversary can 
bring against them. 

“IT hear the accuser roar 

Of ills that I have done; 
I know them all and thousands more: 
Jehovah findeth none.” 
The propitiary sacrifice of Christ an- 
swers every charge that can be brought 
against the believer (Rom. 8:33, 34). 

Verse 12.—“Woe to the inhabiters of 
the earth and of the sea! for the devil 
is. come down.” Ejected from the 
heavens, Satan will turn his unholy 
energy and hateful spite against every- 
thing that is of God on the earth in the 
last days—the coming period of tribu- 
lation. His wrath will be stirred up spe- 
cially against the remnant of Israel, who, 
in those dark days, will be Jehovah’s 
witnesses on the earth. But in order 
to harm them he will throw the whole 
world in chaos, out of which will emerge 
the last great atheistic Gentile confed- 
eration and the blasphemous leader of 
apostate Judaism, as set forth in the 
next chapter. 


Chap. 15:2—“Them that had gotten 
the victory over the beast, . .. stand 
on the sea of glass, having the harps 
of God.” This is a vision of those who, 
martyred under the reign of the last 
ungodly rulers, because of their faith- 
fulness to Christ, as the coming King, 
are seen as participants in the first res- 
urrection (which is in different cohorts) 
and who are nevertheless distinguished 
from the elders already seen in Heaven. 
Their harps tell us of the loud-swelling 
praises in which they participate as they 
gaze upon the face of the Lamb once slain 
for them, and for whom they in turn 
have laid down their lives. 

Verse 3.—“They sing the song of Moses 
+..and... of the Lamb.” This shows 
their Jewish character. They are dis- 
ciples of Moses and of Christ, and they 
sing the song of triumph over their foes, 
like Moses and Israel on the eastern 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


12. (25) September 21.—Overcoming the 
Adversary Revelation 12:1 to 15:4 
13. (26) September 28.—The Fulfillment 
of History: The New Jerusalem. 
Revelation 21 and 22 
Fourth Quarter 
. October 5.—God Our Heavenly 
Father. Genesis 1:26-28; Exodus 34: 
4-7; Psalm 103:1-13; Isaiah 40:27-31; 
Matthew 6:24-34; 22:35-38; John 4: 
24; 14:20-23; Acts 17:24-30; 1 John 
2. October 12.—Christ Our Saviour. 
Matthew 1:21; 20:25-28; Luke 19:1- 
10; John 3:16; 6:66-69; Acts 4:12; 
Romans 3:21-26; 8:31-39; 2 Corinthi- 
ans 5:14-21; Philippians 2:5-11; 
1 Timothy 
3. October 19.—The Holy Spirit Our 
Helper. Genesis 1:2; Psalm 51:11; 
Isaiah 63:10-14; Joel 2:28, 29; Luke 
11:13; John 3:5-8; 14:26; 16:7-14; 
Acts 1:8; 2:1-4, 32, 33; 4:31; 10:44- 
48; 19:1-7; Romans 8:9, 12-17, 26-28; 
1 Corinthians 12:1-13; 2 Cor- 
inthians 13:14; Galatians 5:22-26; 
Revelation 1:10; 
4. October 26.—Civic Responsibility Re- 
garding Beverage Alcohol (Interna- 
tional Temperance Sunday). Deuter- 
onomy 5:32, 33; 11:26-28; Isaiah 28: 
1-6; Habakkuk 2:12 
5. November 2.—Sin and Its Conse- 
quences. Genesis 3:1-24; Psalm 14: 
1-3; Jeremiah 17:9, 10; Mark 7:20- 
23; Rom. 1:18-32; 6:23; Galatians 
6:7, 8; James 1:13-15; 1 John 1:5 
to 2:6; Revelation 22:10-12 
6. November 9.—Repentance and Faith. 
Isaiah 1:10-20; Ezekiel 18:20-23; 
Luke 3:1-14; 13:1-5; 15:11-24; Acts 
2:37-39; Romans 6:1-11 


_ 


1:1-4 


22:17 








shore of the Red Sea, and of the Lamb, 
through whose expiatory sacrifice they 
will be redeemed to God. 


Verse 4.—“All nations shall come and 
worship before thee.” This will not be as 
a result of the present preaching of the 
Gospel, but it will follow upon the sec- 
ond advent, in great power and glory, of 
our Lord Jesus, when the judgments of 
God are made manifest in the earth. 
Then the inhabitants of the world will 
learn righteousness (Isa. 26:9), and the 
authority of the Lord will be established 
over the whole earth. To this glorious 
consummation all is now working, and 
no effort of the enemy will be able to 
thwart the eternal purpose of God. 


A Lesson Outline 
Tue AccuseR ANSWERED 

The accuser—Satan 
The advocate—Christ 
The answer—The blood of the Lamb 
The sentence—No condemnation 
Their confession—The word of their tes- 

timony 
The Heart of the Lesson 

Apart from any consideration of the 
prophetic prospective, our lesson stresses 
the truth that we have an adversary be- 
fore the throne of God whose accusa- 
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tions rise up day and night against the 
Lord’s redeemed ones in this world. 
But it is written, “If any man. sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous: and he is the pro- 
pitiation for our sins” (1 John 2:1, 2). 
He is there to meet every Satanic as- 
sault, and His atonement is the answer 
to every charge. The believer may say 
with assurance, 

“Though the restless foe accuses, 

Sins recounting like a fiood, 

Every charge our God refuses, 

Christ has answered with His blood.” 
Were it not for this, we would be 
speechless and helpless when the ad- 
versary sought to fasten charges of 
guilt upon us. All have been met by 
the blood shed on the cross, and when 
we confess our sins, God is faithful 
and just to forgive and cleanse, paying 
no heed to the Devil’s aspersions. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Michael the Archangel. Men talk of 
archangels, but Scripture speaks only 
of one archangel, and his name is 
Michael, “who is as God.” He seems to 
be in a very special sense the guardian 
angel of the people of Israel, and be- 
cause of this his voice is associated with 
the trump of God at the first resurrec- 
tion. All that are Christ’s will be raised 
at that time. This necessarily includes 
all the Old Testament saints who be- 
longed to Israel. They will rise with 
their New Testament brethren and be 
caught up, with the changed who are 
still in the body, to meet the Lord in the 
air before the awful judgment storm of 
the last days shall break upon the world. 


Applications and Summaries 


It is Satan who tempts believers to 
sin, and then if they fail by heeding his 
voice, he becomes their accuser before 
the throne of God. 


It is because we have an accuser that 
we need an advocate, One who can see 
our case through to the end. 


We do well to remember that the pre- 
cious blood of Christ was shed, not alone 
for the sins we had committed up to 
the time we turned to God and were 
saved, but He took every sin into ac- 
count when He died for us upon the 
cross. 


It is useless to argue with the great 
adversary. Just resist him on the ground 
of the propitiation made on Calvary and 
he will be effectually silenced. 


Two things God hath joined together: 
“the blood of the Lamb, and . . . the 
word of their testimony.” Are we al- 
ways bold in confessing the value of the 
blood and the faithfulness of Him who 
died for us? 


The tribulation period will be, in a 
very real sense, a day of wrath, when 
the wrath of the Devil will rage against 
the wrath of God to be poured out from 
Heaven. 


CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 

an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 

ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 

Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 

assigning some of the questions to differ- 

ent members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 
HAT are some of the Bible names 
given to Satan? 
2. Can man fight successfully against 
Satan? 

3. How can the tremendous power of 
Satan be overcome? 

4. What do James and Peter say about 
resisting Satan? 

5. In what sense is Satan the accuser of 
the brethren? 

6. What is an all-sufficient answer to 
Satan’s charges? 

7. Against what special people will Satan’s 
wrath be turned when he is cast down 
from the heavens? 

8. Why should believers give considera- 
tion to a study of the Devil? 

9. Who are the singing multitude men- 
tioned in Revelation 15:2, 3? 

10. What was the subject of the “song 
of Moses’’? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 722 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
A for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dol- 
lars for the best one each week. But readers 
are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ex- 
laining the conditions of this department. The 
ull list of lessons for the year, with this leaf- 
let, will be sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure 
to note the conditions means that good illus- 
trations are constantly having to be rejected by 
the editors, which might otherwise be avail- 
able. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
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the lesson list after the word “Print. 
In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked te 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 
Destroying Satan’s Power,—but Not 
with a Machete.—And they overcame him 
by the blood -of the Lamb, and by the 
word of their testimony (Golden Text). 
Two young Chorti Indians of Guate- 
mala, descendants of the ancient Mayas, 
heard that in the meeting of the “evan- 
gelicos,” while preaching was going on, 
the Devil came and showed himself to 
those present. Consequently they came 
across the river to the little meeting 
of believers and sat on the front bench, 
each armed with his long machete, with 
the determination to put an end to the 
Devil when he should appear. They 
waited expectantly but did not see the 
Devil. However, as the Gospel message 
was given they saw Jesus Christ, and 
soon came to know His power to de- 
liver from the works of the’Devil, and 
their feet have been “beautiful upon 
the mountains” of Honduras as they 
have pastored the flocks of God and 
preached the message of life to the un- 
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evangelized—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by L. G. James, Toronto, 
Can. Prize illustration. 


A Bout He Did Not Expect.—And they 
overcame him (Golden Text). “Over- 
come” is a wonderful word in the Greek. 
If you are in a conflict, it means you 
have knocked the weapon out of the 
hand of your adversary. Seth Joshua, 
a Welsh evangelist, once told this story: 
“When I was pitching the first tent on 
the East Moors of Cardiff, on a Saturday 
afternoon, a burly fellow under the in- 
fluence of drink came to me and said: 
‘I say, guv’nor, are you putting up a 
boxing booth?’ ‘Yes,’ I replied. ‘When 
is the first contest?’ ‘Tomorrow morn- 
ing at eleven.’ . . . ‘Who are going to 
have the first rounds?’ ‘I am one of 
the parties.” ‘Who is the other?’ ‘Beelze- 
bub.’ ‘Terrible name, but I'll back you, 
guv’nor.’ ‘Come here at eleven o’clock 
tomorrow and we’ll see what we can do.’ 
The man came and he was my first 
convert."—From the British Weekly. 
Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


Satan Can’t Endure the Heights.— 
They overcame him by the blood of the 
Lamb (Golden Text). When Handley 
Page was making his Eastern flight in 
one of his best machines, he descended at 
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Kobar, in Arabia. A large rat, doubtless 
attracted by the smell of food, crept into 
the airplane. When Mr. Page was in 
midair, he discovered its presence by 
the sound of gnawing behind him. He 
thought with horror of the damage those 
pitiless teeth might do and of the dis. 
aster that might follow. What could he 
do? He suddenly reflected that a rat 
is not made for high altitudes, but rather 
to live on the surface of the ground, 
He determined to soar. He rose until 
he himself found breathing difficult, 
The gnawing ceased, and when hours 
later his machine landed, he found the 
rat lying dead beneath the engine. Satan 
cannot endure the altitude of Calvary, 
There is safety for the soul in the heights 
of God—From the United Methodist. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Our Topsy-Turvy Terminology.—That 
old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, 
which deceiveth the whole world (Rev. 
12:9). Our world today, so far from be- 
ing characterized by any love of truth, 
is rapidly producing a vocabulary of 
falsehood and evasion which calls things 
by wrong names to conceal their char- 
acter. Immorality is called “the new 
morality.” Undeclared war in its most 
brutal and unjustifiable forms is called 
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an “incident.” The invasion of China is 
characterized as “holy.” Mass murder 
by a government is called “liquidation.” 
Banishment to Siberia is called “state- 
encouraged colonization.” A national 
referendum, in which no one may vote 
in the negative, is called a plebiscite. 
Bianchi, the first secretary-general of 
the Fascist party, frankly gave the rea- 
son for some of these terms when he 
said, “Without a special rhetoric it is 
impossible to make a revolution.” It is 
obvious that “the strong delusion” has 
already arrived in a country where a 
professor of philosophy could say, as 
Prof. Ernest Kriek of Heidelberg has 
said, in abject surrender to racial na- 
tionalism, “We do not know of, or rec- 
ognize, truth for truth’s sake.”—From 
the Moody Monthly. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Canby, Minn. 


It All Depends upon Where We Look. 
—Satan, which deceiveth the whole 
world (v. 9). Little Beta sat on a mat 
looking at her picture book, and asking 
questions of her mother, who was sewing. 
The picture before her was the brazen 
serpent, and it showed some of the ser- 
pent-bitten Israelites looking at the up- 
lifted serpent, others looking in another 
direction altogether. -“Why don’t they 
all look up, Mother?” Her mother said, 
“I don’t know, Beta, dear; but I know 
that Satan keeps people from looking 
to Jesus for salvation now.” Beta shook 
her head seriously, and kept looking at 
her book. In a few minutes she looked 
up and ‘said: “I will look to Jesus, 
Mother, dear, and Satan won’t get me.” 
“Yes, darling, that’s just what God wants 
you to do.” There was a pause, then the 
voice of the little girl was heard singing 
joyfully and clear: 

I do believe, I now believe, 

That Jesus died for me; 
And through His blood, His. precious blood, 
I shall from sin be free. 
—Source unknown. Sent by Laura Em- 
erson, Marion, Ind. 


His Power, Our Praise—Now is come 
salvation, . . . and the kingdom of our 
God, and the power of his Christ (v. 
10). Dr. J. H. Jowett once told an ex- 
perience concerning his early days when 
he was a minister in Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
He said there sat near the pulpit an old 
man who was accustomed to repeat the 
Lord’s Prayer along with the minister, 
in tones which were distinctly audible 
to the man in the pulpit. When Dr. 
Jowett would reach the _ ascription, 
“Thine is the kingdom, and the power 
and the glory,” at the utterance of the 
word “power” the old man used to say 
quietly, “Hallelujah, Hallelujah.” “He 
hever used it anywhere else,” declared 
Dr. Jowett, “only there. I saw what 
he meant — ‘Thine is the power,’ always, 
everywhere.” It is because we have 
God’s own power that the deep joy of 
certain victory is ours.——From the Brit- 
ish Weekly. Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. 
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When Satan Is Too Much for Us.— 
Now is come... strength (v. 10). A 
story is told of how General Gordon, 
when patrolling a camp one night, 
found a young sentry who had fainted 
at his post. Gordon quietly took the 
musket from his hand, had the uncon- 
scious man carried into the camp, and 
then guarded the position himself until 
dawn. When Christ finds that the war 
against Satan has been too much for 
our strength, He fights our battles for 
us.—From Record of Christian Work. 
Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, 
Sussex, Eng. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
and our God, how often we have been deeply 
disturbed by the events of life without fully 
remembering that our times are in Thy 
hands! We so greatly need to be reminded 
of Thy love and of Thy power in the great 
conflict with Satan, as in love and power Thou 
dost carry Thy children. As we look down 
the long perspective of the years that lie 
ahead, may we realize the tremendous signifi- 
cance of events such as are described in the 
prophecy which this lesson records. How 
trustfully we may go forward day by day, 
walking with courage and high expectation 
through the complications of the days in which 
we live, looking unto Him, who is the author 
and finisher of our faith, in the great as- 
surances of Thy provision for Thy children’s 
need. For all this we thank Thee with full 
hearts in the name of our triumphant. Lord. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson. — During these 
studies in the Book of Revelation it 
may not be the work of every teacher 
to explain all the wonderful symbolism, 
—most real and vital in fact and in 
meaning, but we can all enter into the 
meaning that a lesson like this has for 
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us, for we know what an adversary we 
have in Satan, and what triumph is 
promised, even if for the time being 
Satan seems to have his way. “The 
future is as bright as the promises. of 
God,” as one great missionary said, and 
the present itself is under the blood of 
that Lamb who is exalted in these great 
passages. Are you trusting Him as your 
Saviour this very day to assure you of 
the salvation which He offers? May 
every one of us be faithful unto death 
in following Him, who is our very life. 
Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 
The Great Dragon at Home in 1940 !— 


The great dragon . . . was cast out into 
the earth, and his angels ... with him 
(Rev. 12:9). If any man needs a cor- 
roboration of this text, that the “great 
dragon” and his angels are here upon the 
earth and busy at work, he can find all 
the evidence in his newspaper. 

As I write this note in 1940 the Great 
Dragon and his angels, over in China, 
with the help of the Japanese, are busy 
doing China folks to death by shot and 
shell. Turning to Europe we find the 
same devilish company are driving the 
poor ignorant Russian peasant boys to 
death against the Finns. 

The Finns want none of the Bolshevist 
Atheism. But in sub-zero weather Satan 
drives on the boys to death by gun fire 
and freezing. “Fifty degrees below,” 
say the reports, “and the wounded 
freeze stiff where they fall!” 

It was Sherman who said, “War is 
hell.” And this happens to be the name 
of the place which is home for the Great 
Dragon and his angels. Of tourse, Gen- 
eral Sherman was not thinking of this 
passage in the Book of Revelation. But 
the fact remains that when nation wars 
against nation all sorts of wickedness 
comes to the front, and war makes 
hell on earth. (Luke 21: 20-24.) 

On the hill above Coatesville, and 
overlooking the Great Valley for miles, 
the Government has built a great and 
beautiful Veteran Hospital. It houses 
over 1,500 mental wrecks from the Great 
War. There are many similar hospitals 
all over the land. Some one hundred 
of them, all filled with wrecks of the 
Great War. Because of the wide circu- 
lation of the Times with this Corner, I 
get requests from mothers and wives, 
“Will you please look after my son and 
see how he is coming along?” The of- 
ficer in charge is my friend, and some 
of his helpers are in the Iron Rose Bible 
Class. I have free and full access to 
the hospital. As I move among these 
men and see what war has done to them, 
I say, “General Sherman, you are right.” 
Even though Uncle Sam keeps them 
most perfectly. 


The Saving Words.—They overcame 
him by the blood of the Lamb (v. 11). 
One of my Catholic friends explained 
the water at the church door, into which 
worshipers dipped and then crossed them- 
selves, by saying, “You know the Devil 
hates holy water.” 

While, of course, the Devil is likely 
to hate all things holy, yet I do not 
know any Scripture confirming his 
hatred of holy water. But here in our 
text today, we have what the “Adver- 
sary” must hate with all hell’s might 
and main, that holiest of all holy things, 
“the blood of the Lamb.” 

Just when some old hopeless sinner 
was on the point of passing out of ‘this: 
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life and the “Adversary” and his angels 
are rejoicing in another “take,” some 
Christian has stepped in, and pointing 
to the cross and the men bleeding there, 
has told the story of the thief. 

Then out goes the cry to the dying 
sinner, “Look and live.” The perishing 
man understands, and like the penitent 
thief murmurs, “Remember me” (Luke 
23: 42). 

We are told there is joy in Heaven 
over one sinner that repenteth. I think 
we can deduce that if there is joy in 
Heaven when a human soul is gained, 
in hell there must be gnashing of teeth 
when a human soul is lost to them. 
(Luke 15:7.) 

Every now and then someone writes 
an essay to show that the way down 
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is broad and easy. And this is true 
enough, as many a one can testify. But 
thanks be to God, the way up is even 
easier. 

To get a good start down you often 
have to spend time and money to ac- 
quire a thirst and accompanying bad 
habits. But, to get up, all a man has 
to do is to look and believe and say 
the saving words, “Lord, remember me.” 
The answer comes back at once, “To day 
. . . in paradise”! And all because of 
the spilled blood of the Lamb. 


The Devil’s Havoc.—Rejoice, ye 
heavens, . . . Woe to the inhabiters of 
the earth . . for the devil is come 
down unto you (v.12). This is a rather 
striking passage when. it is looked at 
closely. The rejoicing in Heaven is be- 
cause the Devil and his angels have 
been thrown out. That is one side of 
the picture. Now turn to the other side. 
Instead of rejoicing there is misery that 
s best expressed in the one word “Woe.” 

It will be noticed that those who are 
in the heavens are said to “dwell” 
therein. “In my Father’s house are 
many mansions” (John 14:2). Here on 
earth we are the “inhabiters.” “In- 
habiters” live in tenements of the cities 
and in cabins in wide open spaces. Also 
shacks. Some in tents. And sure enough, 
these “inhabiters” can say, “The Devil 
has come down unto us.” Oh, yes, some, 
indeed many, “inhabiters” are in man- 
sions, and old Mr. Woe also calls there 
now and then. 

It is here on this earth we are cursed 
by the presence of the Devil and his 
angels. If you are befooled enough to 
think there are no real Devils working 
their deviltries, I would like to take 
you to great costly structures filled with 
steel cages, where men made in God’s 
image are kept locked up like the wild 
beasts at the Zoo. In some such places 
there are little rooms containing a chair 
in which many a victim of the Devil 
sits to go “the last mile.” (Rom. 6:23; 
Jas. 1:15.) 

Out at Huntingdon, Pennsylvania, there 
is (was) one of these institutions for the 
boys whom the Devil had eaptured. 
Years ago when my old friend Mr. Blair 
Patton was in charge of the Reforma- 
tory, I used to go there to spend week- 
ends and talk to the young fellows. Few 
were over 22 years of age. It was a 
sad sight to see these boys, many of 
whom had the Devil’s grip on their 
souls. And here was old John Law 
holding their young bodies good and 
tight and putting on them, not a “Hall- 
Mark,” but the hell mark of ex-convict 
and paroler, and handicapping them for 
life. 

In this dark picture there shines one 
bright morning star. The “Adversary,” 
the “Great Dragon,” is easily defeated 
by that “Light of the World, the Lord 
Jesus.” 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: ‘‘For the devil is come down 
unto you” (Rev. 12:12). 

Discussion: Would the fellows be will- 
ing to state frankly just how they have 
experienced the presence of Satan? 

Objective: “Resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you” (Jas. 4:7). 











AY, fellows, many are under the im- 

pression that Satan, “the devil,” 
comes up from somewhere in the bowels 
of the earth—from a place commonly 
called hell. That is a mistake. I do not 
find any statement in the Bible indicat- 
ing that Satan has ever been to hell yet, 
There is the definite statement that God 
will one day cast him “into the lake 
of fire and brimstone, where . . . [he] 
shall be tormented day and night for 
ever and ever” (Rev. 20:10). (It is in- 
teresting to note one distinction between 
Heaven and hell, here implied. There 
is no night in Heaven, Rev. 21:25.) 

Yes, Satan has “come down unto you” 
from Heaven, and not up from hell. He 
was once a highly honored and priv- 
ileged servant of God—“the anointed 
cherub that covereth” (Ezek. 28:14). He 
was called “Lucifer, son of the morn- 
ing,” light bearer —daystar (Isa. 14:12), 
But pride entered into his heart and he 
aspired to be equal with God. Then 
God cast him out of Heaven, whence 
he came to earth with God’s permission 
and this planet upon which we live is 
Satan’s present home and the scene of 
his continued activities to overthrow 
God’s Kingdom. It is well to get into 
your mind the early history of Satan, 
in order‘to appreciate the diabolical - 
schemes and methods that he is operat- 
ing today. Don’t fail to read the very 
thrilling description of Satan’s fall (Isa. 
14:12-17; Ezek. 28:12-19), and see what 
the Lord said in Luke 10:18. Satan is 
a very definite personality, living and 
working 24 hours a day here upon earth, 
with supernatural power that is only 
second to that of God Almighty. 

When Jesus came to earth to accom- 
plish His great work of salvation for 
believing sinners, Satan desperately 
tried to frustrate it by tempting Him to 
give it up and to accept the temporal 
power and riches of the world which 
he (Satan) could turn over to Him 
(Matt. 4:1-11). But Jesus resisted the 
Devil and put him to flight. Since then, 
Satan’s strategy has been to destroy the 
work of Jesus by sowing the seeds of 
doubt and unbelief among sinners, and 
by the same method to weaken the 
hands of His followers. 

That brings us squarely to the sig- 
nificance of the fact that “the devil is 
come down unto you.” He is the arch 
enemy of your soul, and he will employ 
the most subtle devices to upset your 
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faith in the Word. You know the Word 
is, in a very real sense, Jesus Himself. 


(See John 1:1-4.) Whenever a doubt 
comes in your mind as to a statement 
in God’s Word, you may be very sure 
that Satan is close by whispering in 
your “ear.” 

In the “Little Jetts” strip for this les- 
son, I have endeavored to give just a 
suggestion of some of the grosser ways 
in which the Devil incites to sinful acts. 
These may not touch you. Perhaps you 
couldn’t be tempted to drink liquor, or 
gamble, or commit murder. You are too 
decent and too straight-going for that. 
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The Devil is very smart and he knows 
better than to try to throw you down 
in that way; so he will tempt you to be 
intemperate in other ways — possibly in 
eating, or smoking, or in harsh judg- 
ments spoken of others. He probably 
won’t tempt you to murder anybody, but 
he will try to lead you into passing along 
the gossip that kills the good name of 
another. He may not tempt you to be 
an infidel, but he will try to lead you 
into doubts and even unbelief of some 
portions of the Word of God, for he 
knows that once he can start you at that, 
your faith in Jesus Christ Himself will 
be destroyed, and that is all he wants. 

Yes, fellows, “the devil is come down 
unto you,” and you cannot possibly re- 
sist his power alone. Only by the power 
of Jesus Christ who is the Devil’s Con- 
queror, can you win this fight. 

Avon Park, FLA. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Y THIS third Sunday in September, 

you should have some new pupils. 
Now you do your part to keep them. 
Call in their homes. Let the parents 
know you are interested in their child. 
A good plan would be to give each child 
who comes some little gift of recogni- 
tion on their first Sunday —a greeting 
card, a pencil with a Scripture verse, 
a bookmark with a verse. Children like 
attention, and incidentally, this charac- 
teristic is not confined to children only. 
Parents appreciate what is done for their 
children. Every child is an opportunity 
for reaching a family. After all, teacher, 
it is love that will keep the child in 
your class, the love of the Lord Jesus 
Christ shown forth through you. If you 
are not showing that love to your pupils, 
ask God to make you a clearer channel 
of blessing. 

This is Song Day. Our lesson is about 
the tribulation saints who are seen sing- 
ing in the glory, singing praises to God 
and the Lamb. Their trouble is all past 
forever, and their joy is full. But we 
are still here in a world that hates God 
and which crucified Christ, and I know 
some people who think they are Chris- 
tians and yet can find nothing to sing 
praises for today. If you are looking 
around, there is not much to sing about, 
but if you are looking up, the eternal 
God is the same and our Lord Jesus 
Christ is still our Saviour. They have 
not failed. Then let us sing. 

Almost all children like to sing, even 
though they have no sense of time or 
tune. The child whose heart has no 
song is to be pitied. Childhood should 
sing. Let them choose their favorite 
songs today, a number of them. I hope 
your songs are songs of praise to the 
Lord. There are many kinds of songs, 
but the only ones that are going to last 
forever are those that praise the Lord 
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Jesus Christ. The Book of the Revela- 
tion gives us several of these songs that 
are going to be sung in Heaven: 

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 
to receive power, and riches, and wis- 
dom, and strength, and honour, and 
glory, and blessing” (5:12). 

“Salvation to our God which sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb” 
(7:10). 

“Alleluia! for the Lord God omnipo- 
tent reigneth” (19:6). 

When singers are getting ready for 
a great chorus, they have the music they 
are going to sing, and they practice those 
songs. Some of us are not doing much 
practicing for Heaven. 

The story is told of a man who was 
saved when he was an old man. He had 
been a great singer. He had sung many 
of the world’s great songs. He had been 
applauded and honored by the world. 
A few days before he died, his daughter 
saw him weeping as he lay in his bed. 
She bent over him and asked why the 
tears were running down his cheeks. 
“Oh,” he said, “I dreamed I was in 
Heaven, and everywhere I went, people 
were singing, and they wanted me to 
sing with them, but I couldn’t sing the 
songs because I didn’t know them. I 
cried so that I wakened crying.” As he 
looked up into her face, he said, “I’ve 
sung all my life, but I never learned 
Heaven’s songs.” 

All Heaven’s songs will be of praise. 
Some of them the angels join in sing- 
ing, but some of them the angels cannot 
sing, for only those who have been re- 
deemed by the blood of the Lamb can 
sing them. 

Will you be there singing those songs? 

Motzesto, CALIF. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 718) 


1. “Lucifer” (Isa. 14:12); “prince of this 
world” (John 14:30); “prince of the power 
of the air” (Eph. 2:2); “Belial” (2 Cor. 6: 
15); “adversary” (1 Pet. 5:8); “devil” (1 
John 3:8); “dragon” (Rev. 12:9); “serpent” 
(Rev. 20:2). 

2. No. Christ alone won the victory over 
Satan, and only as we are hid in Him can 
we have victory. 


3. Satan is overcome by faith in Christ, 
the sacrifice Lamb of God, and by the tes- 
timony of believers (Heb. 2:14, 15; 1 John 
3:8; Rev. 12:11). 

4. James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8, 9. 


5. He seeks to discredit those who are 
saved by charging them with failure and 
sin before God. 

6. An all-sufficient answer to Satan’s 
charges is the blood of the Lamb. 

7. Satan’s wrath will be turned against 
the godly remnant of Israel in the last days. 

8. Believers should prepare themselves to 
resist the constant temptations presented 
by the Enemy of God and man (Eph. 6:11; 
2 Tim. 2:26; Jas. 4:7, 8). 

9. The tribulation saints who refused the 
mark of the beast and were martyred. 

10. Moses and the Israelites praised God 
for defeating their enemy, and rescuing 
them from danger (Exod. 15:1-21). 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Goal.—Victory through Christ. 
Activity.—Study, in connection with 
this blackboard diagram, all of Revelation 
12:1 to 15:4. 
“WAR IN HEAVEN” 
SPHERE PERSONS ACTIVITY 


God’sHome God Controlling Creation 
Christ Jesus Interceding 


Satan’s Satan Seeking Control of 

Territory His Partners Heaven and Earth 

Earth Ourselves and Choosing a 
Others Controller 


Memory Verse.—Display this verse and 
recall it throughout the lesson: “The 
Lord is my strength and song, and he is 
become my salvation: he is my God” 
(Exod. 15:2). ' 











“THe GREAT DRAGON” 
“THat OLD SERPENT” 
“THE DEVIL, AND SATAN” 


<4 OW naive!” some Modernist will 

sniff. “People of intelligence and 
culture do not believe in a personal 
Devil any more.” 

Oh, don’t they? How, then, do they 
account for evil in the world? Let us 
turn away from professors and modern- 
istic critics of “religion,” and see what 
our Creator says, for His Word is “set- 
tled in heaven” forever, and will not 
be outmoded with the next change of 
current opinion (Psa. 119:89, 90). 

What are some of your frank queries 
concerning Satan? 1. Who is he? (Isa. 
14:12.) 2. Is he a real personality? (1 
Chron. 21:1; Job 1:6.) 3. How did he 
become an enemy of God? (Ezek. 28:13- 
19.) 4. Where is. his sphere of action? 
(John 12:31; Eph. 2:2.) 5. What was 
and still is his leading ambition regard- 
ing the universe?- (Isa. 14:12-17.) 6. 
What was his ambition regarding Christ? 
(Matt. 4:9, 10.) 7. What is his ambition 
regarding earth people? (1 Pet. 5:8.) 
8. How is Satan a personal enemy of 
yours? (Luke 22:31.) 9. How may his 
influence over your life be overcome? 
(Eph. 6:11.) 10. How may you warn 
others of the danger of Satan? (Acts 
26:16, 18; 2 Cor. 2:11, 14.) 11. What has 
Christ already done to destroy the works 
of the Devil? (1 John 3:8.) 12. What 
will be done to overthrow the works of 
the Devil forever? (Matt. 25:41; Rev. 
20: 10.) ‘ 

The leading characters of God’s plan 
of redemption move in picturesque 
pageantry across the scenes of our les- 
son. Here we see Israel (12:1, 2, 13-17) 
through whom the Messiah came; Satan 
(vs. 3, 4, 7-12) who has long tried to 
upset God’s plan; Christ (vs. 4, 5) the 
Redeemer who intercedes for us today; 
earth folk who may overcome Satan and 
live victoriously (vs. 10, 11); and, after 
all the tragedy of the earth-rule of the 
Devil (Rev. 13, 14), we see another view 
of Heaven, and hear the great chorus 
of victory sung by Israelites who ac- 
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cepted the Redeemer as their Lord 
(Rev. 15: 1-4). 


“THou KING OF THE AGES” 


The Serpent of the Garden will lose, 
at last, his opportunity to gain control 
(Rev. 20:10), and the God of Peace, 
whom we studied last week, will win 
the war (Rev. 12:7, 8). Meanwhile you 
and I are taking part in this pageant 
of time as the “accuser of our brethren” 
is fighting against God for the control 
of our hearts. Even when our souls 
have been redeemed through faith in 
the Lord Jesus, Satan still bids for our 
service and time. 

How can “the wiles of the devil” be 
resisted? Recall Ohm’s Law in electric- 
ity. Efficiency equals the amount of 
energy expended, divided by the hin- 
drances overcome. Through the power 
of the Holy Spirit in our lives, we may 
be victorious over the hindrances and 
temptations of the Evil One. 

One of the girls, prepared beforehand, 
may read the Song of Moses (Exod. 15: 
1-21). -How does the Red Sea victory 
correspond to the final glorious triumph 
of righteousness? 

Assignment: Add a palm branch to the 
heart poster to represent Victory. For 
notebooks list Victory verses to be used 
for future encouragement (Exod. 17:14- 


_16; 1 Chron. 29:11; 1 Cor. 15:57; 2 Cor. 


2:14; Rev. 7:9, 10). 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


HO or what is the Devil? This 
question may open an interesting 
discussion. It will reveal to the teacher 
the varying and vague ideas that the 
pupils have on the subject, some of 
which may need correction. Someone 
from an “enlightened” home will prob- 
ably declare, “There is no such thing!” 
Then let the Bible speak. Begin with 
the familiar story of the Devil’s entrance 
into human history in Genesis 3. Note 
the form the Devil took, and that the 
serpent was punished for allowing him- 
self to be the means of temptation. 
Next, turn to the experiences of the 
Lord Jesus with the Adversary. If the 
temptations recorded in Matthew 4 are 
considered subjective, we have an illus- 
tration of temptation through thoughts 
apparently coming from within. The 
children may contribute instances from 
their own experiences when they have 
been tempted in this way, to cheat, lie, 
or steal. Peter’s suggestion to Christ in 
Matthew 16:21-23 is an example of a 
close friend being used as an instrument 
of temptation. And the crowd’s desire 
to crown the Lord as king, recorded in 
John 6:15, may serve as warning against 
following the will of the “crowd” or the 
“gang.” In these cases the Devil is not 
mentioned as having an outward form 
of his own. 
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At this point, tell the children some- 
thing of the Devil’s career as we learn 
it from the Bible. He was apparently 
an angel with great power, created by 
God, perfect in wisdom and beauty, who 
sinned. The Lord Jesus used strong 


terms concerning him in John 8:44. In 
Heaven he accused people on earth to 
God. Recall Job’s case (Job 1 and 2). 
See also Zechariah 3:1. On earth he 
tempts people to forsake God and trust 
themselves. The Lord Jesus’ death and 
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resurrection broke the power of the 
Devil over all those who accept the Lord 
as their Saviour. Now our Saviour is 
at the right hand of God to speak for 
us (Heb. 9:24; Rom. 8:34). 

I know you will be interested in what 
happened to the Devil in John’s vision. 
Listen. (Read Rev. 12:7-11 to the class.) 
Ask how the victory over the Devil was 
won. (Refer to v. 11.) 

Here on earth those of us who serve 
the Lord have to continue to be on 
guard against the Devil. Peter says that 
he “as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whoin he may devour” (1 Pet. 
5:8). Paul thinks of him as an enemy 


“ready to attack us (Eph. 6:11-13). 


How can we protect ourselves against 
him? The same things mentioned in 
Revelation 12:11 are our protection, too. 
Here are further hints: Learn all you 
can of the Word of God. Otherwise, 
you cannot properly decide whether the 
thoughts and suggestions that come to 
you are right or wrong, that is, whether 
or not they come from the Devil. 

When I was a girl I read about a boy 
who had been converted at Sunday 
school. After he got home, a voice 
seemed to come to him from beneath 
the sofa on which he was'sitting, sug- 
gesting that he was not saved, that his 
sins had not been forgiven. The voice 
persisted, and finally the boy opened his 
New Testament and found the verse he 
had trusted. He put his finger on the 
verse, shoved the Testament under the 
sofa, and said, “There, read it for your- 
self!” No more arguments came from 
beneath the sofa. 

How did Jesus overcome the Devil’s 
temptations in Matthew 4? Your daily 
Bible reading should be helping to arm 
you against temptations. Paul lists in 
Ephesians 6:14-18 the armor a Christian 
needs to keep the Devil’s weapons from 
harming us. If possible, display a pic- 
ture showing the armor of a Roman sol- 
dier, or draw on the board the outlines 
of each part mentioned and print the 
Christian’s equivalent on it. 

The children can now see why drill in 
finding Bible passages is sometimes 
called “sword drill.” If there is time, 


.give such a drill, using the following 


references in addition to those already 
given in this article: Luke 10:17, 18; 
James 4:7; Ephesians 4:27; Jude 6; Luke 
22:31, 32; John 6:70, 71; Acts 5:3; 2 Cor- 
inthians 11:14; 1 John 3:8; Hebrews 2: 
14; Matthew 25:41; Mark 14:38. 

Ask pupils to read Revelation, chap- 
ters 12-18. 


Wayne, MAINE. 
4 


In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the pub- 
lishers, as well as the advertiser, by stat- 
ing that you saw the advertisement in 
The Sunday School Times. 
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A Sunday Nest 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


NE Sunday I went to church at 

North Cornwall, up in the north- 
western corner of Connecticut, the last 
part of the state to be settled in 1738. 

The church was built in 1826. At each 
side tower four high, grooved chestnut 
pillars. Eight farmers contributed the 
best chestnut trees on their farms. When 
the frame was laid, Russell Pratt, ten 
years old, came driving four oxen which 
hauled the Pratt tree. A little later 
Ambrose Rogers, twelve years old, drove 
in with eight oxen hauling the largest 
tree of all. Those logs were all shaped 
with adzes, a tool that few carpenters 
nowadays know how to use, and then 
carved by hand into the tall, straight, 
fluted pillars that now adorn the church. 

Its gallery is panelled with butternut, 
a rare wood, and it is the only church 
in New England candlelighted at night, 
with wrought-iron sconces and cande- 
labra hammered out by the village 
blacksmith, 

In this church one Sunday last sum- 
mer sat a bird lover. During the long 
sermon he stared out of the open window 
at the great sugar maples that stood all 
around that side of the church. Suddenly 
he saw a hummingbird, all brilliant 
green, flash through the air into the 
maple. A few minutes later he saw it 
again. Then again and again. Always 
it seemed to go to the same place. Then 
as he stared, it was as if his eyes were 
opened and he saw distinctly a tiny, 
tiny nest saddled on a maple limb not 
six feet from the open window. 

It looked just like a knot, but was 
not. Covered all over with little flakes 
of lichen fastened by scores and hun- 
dreds of tiny cobwebs, the opening was 
about the size of a half dollar. All 
through the long sermon that church- 
goer waited impatiently. Still more im- 
patiently he lingered during the long 
greetings and leave-takings that follow 
every church service in the country. 
When at long last everyone was gone 
my friend tiptoed up to the branch not 
six feet from the ground and peered 
into the nest, which looked like a little 
jewel casket. Inside were two pearl- 
white eggs, each one no larger than a 
pea, while the green mother bird, whose 
throat is white instead of the ruby-red 
of the male, hummed and buzzed .fran- 
tically past him. 

This past summer, one June Sunday, 
by some miracle I reached the church 
long before the service began, and met 
my friend there. He told me about the 
nest of the year before and took me 
around to see where it had been. Some- 
one had taken it, for a hummer’s nest 
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is a beautiful thing to own, but while 
I stood looking at the limb where it had 
been, through the leaves I saw another 
nest not six feet away. It was built up 
higher from the limb than any hum- 
mingbird’s nest that I have ever seen — 
and I’ve found five in my time, and been 
shown a number of others. 

As I stared at it delightedly, just above 
the lichened rim showed three sharp 
little bills. Usually a hummer only has 
two babies, but this one had three. 

Brought up within hearing of a ser- 
mon and three hymns every week I am 


hoping that they will grow up to be 


extra good little birds, and that perhaps 
one of them will nest in the same tree 
next summer. 


HAVERFORD, Pa. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











September 28. II. The Place of Religion in a 
Democracy. Psa. 144:9-15. 


Sunday, September 21 


I. The Place of Education in a Democ- 
racy. (Prov. 16:16; Eccles. 2:26; 7:11, 12; 
1 Kings 3:7, 9; 4:29, 30) 





Mon.—Children to be taught (Deut. 6:4- 


9). 

Tues.—Instructions of a father (Prov. 4: 
1-10). 

Wed.—Education in God’s statutes (Psa. 
119:33-36). 


Thurs.—An ancient code (Exod. 20:1-17). 

Fri.—A Christian code (Matt. 5:17-26). 

Sat.—Avoid perverse teaching (1 Tim. 6: 
1-5). 











HE true meaning of education is, as 

the definition of the word implies, 
a disciplining or training of the mind 
or character through study or instruc- 
tion. In its highest and noblest func- 
tion education should prepare the indi- 
vidual to live. All too often today it 
is looked upon as something intended 
to prepare the individual to make a 
living. It should train the mind to think 
and reason, and to search out truth. 
Instead, it is often regarded as merely 
a system of acquiring knowledge or 
storing the mind with facts. Hence we 
find young people, when confronted with 
the requirements of a particular study, 
protesting, “Why should I study this? 
What good will it ever do me? I do not 
expect to need this particular knowl- 
edge.” 

% 


God’s Word does not discourage edu- 
cation or disparage the acquisition of 
knowledge. On the contrary, it admon- 
ishes parents to teach children, and it 
encourages the obtaining of all kinds of 
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wholesome knowledge. However, the 
Bible emphasizes that there is something 
more important than mere knowledge. 
It is wisdom, or understanding (Prov. 
4:7), and it holds forth the value, the 
superlative value, of wisdom,— that 
which enables the possessor to use to 
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the best advantage the knowledge he 
has. 
ope 
It is a significant fact, and one that 
should not be overlooked, that educa- 
tion in its best sense has been fostered 
and encouraged by the Christian church 
as by no other means. Nearly every one 
of our large colleges and institutions of 
learning in America has its roots down 
deep in the Christian church. Many 
have been founded by Christians and 
endowed with Christian money. Many 
have not held true to the Christian 
teachings and principles under which 
they were founded, yet had it not been 
for the church many of them would not 
be in existence today. 


The public school system, as we know ~ 


it, is a by-product of Christianity. Where 
the Gospel has not gone, you do not 
find public schools. Tyranny that denies 
to a people the right to worship God in 
accord with the dictates of their own 
conscience, likewise makes impossible a 
widespread public school system, for 
tyranny and oppression and despotism 
find their basity in a people kept in 
ignorance. 
4 


However, education, great as are its 
blessings, may also become a menace 
to a people. When the educational sys- 
tem of a country divorces itself so com- 
pletely from God that the Scriptures 
cannot be read within its walls, and its 
teachers are forbidden to give any 
Christian emphasis to their teaching, 
then there is danger. It is useless to 
aim at character training when the Gos- 
pel, the only remedy this old world has 
ever known that will change character 
and keep it changed, is banished from 
the classroom. Yet this is what modern 
education seems to have been trying to 
do in the last twenty years or so. It 
has embraced all sorts of man-made 
“guesses” that deny the simple truth of 
God’s Word. It has taught a material- 
istic conception of life. It has sought 
to explain man’s behavior by that of the 
beast. All too often, it has urged upon 
young people a freedom from what it 
terms the old-fashioned and old-fogy 
notions concerning the consequences of 
sin and the certainty of retribution. 

4 

Thus it is not strange that many ear- 
nest believers view our modern educa- 
tional system with alarm, because often 
it destroys rather than seeks to build 
a trust in God and a reverence and con- 
sideration for His Word. It is for this 
reason that the need felt by many Chris- 
tians for educational institutions that, 
while giving the best in instruction and 
training, will not tear down the Chris- 
tian faith of their students has found 
expression in such institutions as the 
Stony Brook School for Boys, Wheaton 
College. Bryan University, Houghton 
College, and the like. 

Pray for all truly Christian schools 
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and colleges, that they may be supported 
and strengthened and multiplied. Pray 
for parents and young people, that they 
may see the advantages of securing edu- 
cation under Christian environment and 
teaching. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


we 


The Old Church Prayer Meeting 
(An editorial, from the second page) 


and even now we do not have time 
enough. The people are interested in 
bringing requests and watching the an- 
swers, intere:ted in each other to a 
greater extent than ever before, inter- 
ested in the unsaved. ‘Our Sunday eve- 
ning audiences are increasing, and we 
are having conversions right along. The 
people are asking for a Friday night 
Bible study. I am the happiest man 
in the state.” 

“How about giving you a prayer meet- 
ing talk some night?” 

“No, sir, it cannot be done. You had 
your chance once, and you turned it 
down, thank the Lord. You will never 
have another chance in my church. We 
have no time for such now; we are too 
busy praying.” 

“Too busy praying.” 
Doesn’t it sound good? Let me repeat 
it— “Too busy praying.” Too busy for 
even a prayer meeting talk. We won- 
der how many churches can say that. 

Yes, we are busy enough. The church 
is very busy these days: busy with lec- 
ture courses, bazaars, festivals, worldly 
entertainment and amusements, busy 
with all sorts of fleshly effort, busy des- 
ecrating the house of God, busy and 
dead. When we become “too busy pray- 
ing” to have the time or desire for 
these other things, then something will 
happen. 

Show me a church full of people on 
their knees before God for an hour or 
two at least once a week, and I will 
show you a church that is doing busi- 
ness for God, a church whose people 
are alive, calm, trustful, joyful, peace- 
ful, and restful; and oh, how this is 
needed in these troublous times! A 
praying church is a working church, a 
Bible-loving church, a_ soul-winning 
church, a fruit-bearing church; it is a 
real church, not an entertainment bu- 
reau or a restaurant. 

“O dear me, it is prayer meeting night 
again, and I suppose I must go.” Brother, 
there is something terribly wrong, either 
with you or with the prayer meeting 
when you talk like that. I grant you 
that there are some so-called prayer 
meetings that it is a cross to at- 
tend, but it is a delight to attend a 
real one. 

“T can scarcely wait until our church 
prayer meeting night comes.” That is 
normal. 


Do you get that? 


Prayer meeting night is the people’s 
When will pastors realize this, 


night. 
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and not turn the meeting into a preach- 
ing service or a lecture program? Sun- 
day is the pastor’s day: he may talk 
to his heart’s content; but prayer meet- 
ing night belongs to the church: let the 
preacher forbear. He surely should be 
present to guide the meeting, and be 
one of the number who would pray; 
that is about all. Give the people a 
chance, and plenty of it. I have been 
in meetings where there were good, 
godly, praying people who were anxious 
to pray and who could easily use the 
whole hour in prayer, to the enormous 
advantage of the church and the world, 
but they did not have the opportunity. 
The pastor spent from twenty to thirty 
minutes in a message or a Bible study, 
gave ten minutes or less to prayer, and 
the rest of the time for testimony. Yet 
it was called a prayer meeting — all that 
the poor church had. Now Bible study 
is necessary and vital to any church, and 
must not be neglected; testimony is 
also good; I am not disparaging either; 
but neither has any place in the weekly 
church prayer meeting. That is a 
prayer meeting, and the time is all too 
short. If you get a real, live, normal 
prayer meeting going, where the people 
see prayers answered and things done, 
it will not be long before they will be 
asking for a night of Bible study. 


(To be concluded next week) 
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Wed.—1 John 5:1-5. The Victory of Faith. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The victory that 
overcometh the world.” If “the faith 
of the son of God” is our faith, we are 
overcomers. Doing things through Christ 
is victory. “Thanks be unto God, which 
always causeth us to triumph in Christ, 
and maketh manifest the savour of his 
knowledge by us in every place” (2 
Cor. 2:14). You trust Christ as Sav- 
iour; can you not trust Him as Keeper? 
Pray for National Bible Institute, 340 W. 
55th St., New York City. 
Thurs.—Philippians 4:10-13. Victory in Poverty. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I know both how 


to be abased, and I know how to 
abound.” Paul, who suffered the loss 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


September 15 to 21 


Mon.—Revelation 12:7-12. 
The Accuser Cast Down. 
PraYeR SuccestTions: “The accuser of 
our brethren.” Satan accused Job. He 
is still the “accuser” of the people of 
God. His agitations will one day end. 
God will exclude him from His court. 
God’s plan cannot be upset. Satan’s de- 
feat is sure. Christ said, “I beheld 
Satan as lightning fall from heaven.” 
Victory over Satan is by faith in God 
shown in righteousness of life. Pray for 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles, 536 S. 
Hope St., Los Angeles, Calif. 
Tues.—Revelation 15:2-4. 
The Song of the Lamb. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The song of... 
the Lamb.” Moses’ song of triumph, sung 
by Israel as the Red Sea was crossed 
on dry land, is found in Exodus, chap- 
ter fifteen. Christ will have a song for 
His redeemed people when He comes to 
reign. All who can now sing of His 
salvation will then sing with Him of 
victory. Pray for Denver Bible Insti- 
tute, 2047 Glenarm Place, Denver, Colo. 
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Paul L. Berman 


Northcote Deck, M.B., C.L.M. 
G. Allan Fleece, D.D. 
Richard Orme Flinn, D.D. 











Canadians are requested to mail gifts to: 
Dr. P. S. Dobson, Alma College, St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada 


American friends will kindly mail their gifts to: 
Allan Sutherland, Treasurer, 710-S Witherspoon Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Graham Gilmer, D.D. 
Norman B. Harrison, D.D. 
Will H. Houghton, D.D. 
Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 
T. Christie Innes, M.A. 


O. B_ Bottorff Harry A. Ironside, D.D. T. Edward Ross 
joseph ‘Taylor Britan, D.D. Albert Sidney Johnson, D.D. Wilbur M. Smith, D.D. 
wis Sperry Chafer, D.D. e J. Langmade 


forces E. Macartney, D.D. 
Walter E. McClure, D.D. _ 


ine H. McComb, D.D. 
obert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
Frederic M. Paist, 

T. Roland Philips, D.D. 
Harry Rimmer, D.D. 


Joseph M. Steele 
Allan Sutherland 
Andrew Telford, D.D. 
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Have you chosen your Christmas Play? Try 


By Elizabeth McFadden, author of “Tidings of 
Joy,” “Bo Who Discovered Easter,” and 
“Brights of the Silver Shield,” etc. 

This play is called “the Christmas standby.” 
It has been played over five thousand times. 
Theme: a boy's noble charity. 5 speaking parts, 
any no. extras. 40 minutes. Simple scenery. 
Beautiful music. Price: 35 cents. Royalty: $5. 

SAMUEL FRENCH 
25 W. 45th St., New York 811 W. 7th St., Los Angeles 


Need Ready Cash? 


YOU CAN MAKE IT 
The quick and easy way, by selling our 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 
RELIGIOUS PERSONAL IMPRINTED 
CARDS, 25 for $1.00 with Scripture Text including 
cugtomer’s name. 40 per cent commission. 
RELIGIOUS BOX ASSORTMENT, 21 Scripture 
Text Christmas Cards and a special gift calendar. Re- 
tails for $1.00. Costs you 55 cents. 

RELIGIOUS BOX ASSORTMENT, 12 Scripture 
Text Christmas Cards. Retails for 50 cents. Costs 
you 30 cents. 

Other assorted boxes and personal imprinted lines. 
Commission from 49 per cent to 50 per cent. Write 
at once for full information. 


CHAS. A. BELZ CO. 
1711 Walnut Street Philadelphia, Pa. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


of all things for Christ, was as happy 
in losses as gains. Happiness centered 
in Christ is not disturbed by circum- 
stances, Joy springing from the Author 
of all good and grounded in fellowship 
with Him stands life’s storms. Victory 
over poverty is easy when we fellow- 
ship with Him. Pray for Winnipeg Bible 
Training School, Winnipeg, Can. 


Fri.—Romans 7:22 to 8:2. Victory Over Self. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Made .. . free 
from the law of sin and death.” Christ- 
given liberty is true freedom. If you 


can say, “Christ Jesus hath made me 
free from the law of sin and death,” you 
have a real release. “If the Son there- 
fore shall make you free, ye shall be 
free indeed.” The self-life ends when 
the Christ-life begins. Pray for Hastings 
Bible Training School, Hastings, Nebr. 


Sat.—Ephesians 6:10-16. Armed for Victory. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil.” God 





THIS YOUNG LADY 


is helping the Institute 
and building for the 
future with a 


M. 
Aunuity 


The inquiring reporter 
found Miss G. busy behind 
the counter of her dress 
shop, which she owns and 


operates in a suburb of 
Chicago. 


Refreshing indeed it was 
to talk to such an enthu- 
siastic Christian young 
woman. With a sparkle in 
her eye she related how she had 
been blessed by the Lord--“It 
makes me very happy to think 
that I can do my bit in furthering 
the wonderful work of Moody 
Bible Institute. In addition, I am 
grateful for the regular checks I 
receive from my annuity.” 
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WWI The MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE ‘S3insut? 







Moody Annuities are owned 
by people of all ages. Seri- 
ous-minded young people— 
as well as those of more 
mature years—can profit by 
Miss G.’s experience. Let us 
tell you about the MOODY 
ANNUITY PLAN. 





| life! Annuities of 
| $100 and up areavail- 
, able. “Dovsre Drvi- 
DENDsS” explains the 
plan in detail, and is 
FREE on request. 


| Annuity Dept. S-89 MAIL 

| © Please send me your FREE booklet, “DOUBLE DIVIDENDS.” | 

© I am under 20 years of age. Also send FREE Booklet A. | THIS COUPON NOW 
| Mr. You, too, can secure 
§  NABEB Bes... ccccccccccescvccccccscccscssvcccccccsceesecccesccese ; @ regular, depend- 
1 atiss | able return of from 
D, MDL 2+ Snnedadacean in oubbud edadddenssteedbelveudekes ad | 3%4% to 812% for 
l 
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prepared for man, for revelation, and for 
the coming of His Son. Is He not now 
preparing a place for His people? We, 
too, must prepare for the conflict against 
the Devil. The “whole armour of God” 
is an individual necessity. When we 
are fully armed, victory is assured. Pray 
for Indianapolis Bible Institute, Inc., 413 
Lemcke Bldg., Indianapolis, Ind. 


Sun.—Matthew 4:1-11. 
Tempted but Victorious. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Tempted of the 
devil.” Christ’s temptation covered 
all points. There is no sin in being 
tempted. Christ was tempted, yet with- 
out sin. He met His temptations as we 
must meet ours—“filled with the 
Spirit,” and rightly handling the Word 
ef God. Pray for San Antonio Bible In- 
stitute,.1726 S. Presa St., San Antonio, 
Tex. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in’ the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States 
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postage. 
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The Sunday School Times Company 
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